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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Tunis. 


Parr 4. 


No. 1. 
Consul R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received January 18.) 


(No. 34) 
My Lord, Tunis, January 12, 1892, 

WHEN the management of the Tobacco Monopoly was assumed by the "Tunisi 
Government on the Ist January, 1801, as T had the honour of reporting to your Lordship 
in my despatch No. 26, Commercial, of the 81st December, 1800 ; numerous British subjects 
in the employment of the former concessionists were disinissed, and their places filed up 
either by French or Tunisian subjects, 

received complaints at the time from different parts of the Regency, und several 
tobacco cutters came to Tunis hoping to obtain redress. 

‘On their applying to me, I answered that the Tunisian Government was not, in my 
opinion, bound to take over persons who had been in the employment of the former 
contractors, and that I was powerless to interfere officially in the matter. sent, however, 
‘& message {0 the Director of the Tobacco Monopoly, begging him to tak 
the past services of the unfortunate tobacco cutters, and to find them employ 
had no other means of gaining a livelihood. 

subjects, on the other hand, whose services were retained by the 
Tunisian Government from the Ist January, 1891, as retail tobacconists, were left under 
the impression that their situations would be permanent, and it was not ‘until the month 
of November last, when the Representative Conference of French colonists met u 
Presidency of the Resident, that they became aware of the intentions of the Government. 

‘One of the first points which engrossed the attention of the Conference was the 
necessity of employing solely Frenchmen and ‘Tunisians in administrative Departments of 
the Regency. I beg to inclose a copy of the Resident's address on the subject, extracted 
from the official record of the mecting in the “Dépéche Tunisienne” of the 20th 
‘November last. 

“M. Massicault stated that owing to the fabulous reports that had been circulated on 
‘the subject, he wished to furnish the members with particulars as to the nationalities of 
officials employed in the Administration, and in the course of his address he gave assurances 
that France, exercising the government of the Protectorate, would always recruit hor 
officials among Frenchmen and natives. 

He also pointed out that the Department of Monopolies was composed of 92 agents, 
of whom 7 were foreigners, and of 389 retail tobacco dealers, of whom 54 were neither 
Frenchmen nor natives, but that when the Government undertook the Administration, the 
‘agents were cogaged for a term of one year, and they were informed that from the 
commencement of 1892 all tobacconists would be either French or Tunisian subjects. 

“This announcement of the Resident created great consternation amongst forcign 
tobacconists, and especially those of Sfax and Susa, who appear to have been ignorant of 
the intentions of the Government. 

1 aa translations of two letters on the subject, addressed by Viee-Consul 

1 





a | 





Leonard, of Sfax, to Mr. Carbonaro during my absence, dated. respectively the 30th 
November and 4th December, stating that all the tobacconists in Sfax, who with only one 
exception were British subjects, were to be arbitrarily dismissed on the Ist January, and 
submitting that the ejection of respectable and well-conducted British subjects, who have 
been for many years engaged in the trade, and have no other means of subsistence, solely 
for the purpose of filling their places by Frenchmen, is an infraction of Article V of the 
General Convention of 1875. 

Shortly after my return to Tunis, [addressed a note to the French Resideot on the 
subject, and on the 31st December he informed me in reply that the agents of the late 
contractors could not be regarded as traders with any privileges whatever, and that the 
‘Administrators bad acted handsomely in according them a delay of one year to find an 
‘employment, 

Thave the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of my correspondence with the 
Resident, together with translations of the Reports I have since received from the Vice~ 
Consuls of Stax, Susa, and Monastir, accompanied by lists of the British subjects who wre 

employment. 

Consuls, who were instructed to make strict and careful inquiries, state that 
the tobacconists had no official warning of the intentions of the Tunisian Government 
until the end of December, when they received a verbal notice to quit from the French 
Agent of the Government Monopolies. 

Tam inclined to place some faith in the statement of the tobacconists, as I fully 
Delieve that these sweeping measures were only lately adopted by the Tunisian Govern. 
ment, and were announced by the French Resident at the opening of the Conference of 
November last in order to quell the outcry of French colonists, and especially to refute the 
‘ealumious articles that we ly published in certain local newspapers, accusing 
him of favouring foreigners to the detriment of his own countrymen. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) R, DRUMMOND HAY. 


— 
Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 
Extract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne" of November 23, 1891. 


Les PRaxgats DANS 1x8 Aparxisrnations pe 14 Récrxce.—Quand Ia France 
fa Gtabli son Protectorat sur In Régence, les Administrations Tunisiennes comptaient une 
fassez grande quantité d'employés appartenant a diverses nationalités EuropSennes et un 
hombre important d'employés Frangais, Tous les emplois eréés depuis ont naturellement 
&é donnés ‘A des Frangais. A mesure que les employés étrangers disparaissent, ils sont 
Galement remplacés par des Francais. Leur noinbre a done considérablement diminué 
depuis dix ans et diminue cous les jours. Cependant il en reste encore quelques-u 

Résident-Général a fait A Ia Conférence la communication suivante sur cette 
question: — 


 Messieurs, : 

weJ'ai ern A propos de vous fournie des renseignements sur la composition du 

seonnel des Administrations de la Régence, quelques-uns d’entre vous m'ayant assuré 
Guid ce sujet des Iégendes tris fantaisistes étaient ea circulation. 

Sq vrai dire, je ne m'expliquerais gure que des erreurs puissent s'aceréditer, soit 
‘sur des faits faciles & vériGer, soit sur nos Résolutions commandées, par des devoirs 
évidents. . 

@ Mes déclarations, en tout cas, seront aussi nettes que possible, et je suppose qu'elles 
ne causeront A qui que co soit aucune surprise. ‘ 

“Ta Frange exercant ici ton Protectorat, nous recrutons nos Agents parmi nos 
compatriotes et parmi fes indigenes. 

Nous avons cependant l'assistance d'un certain nombre d’étrangers, ou parce qu’ils 

occupent leur emploi depuis longtemps et honnétement, ou parce que leurs aptitudes 
spéciales, par exemple leur conhaissance des langues da pays, nous ont portes & les 
utiliser, 
Nous reconnaissons leurs services ct ils ne témoignent pas Tenvie de nous 
quitter; plusieurs méme ont demandé la maturalisation Frangaise. Mais le cours 
‘Taturel des choses diminue chaque année leur nombre, et vojci présentement ott nous en 
‘sommes :— 
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“ Seerétariat-Général du Gouvernement Twnisien, 
“134 employés, dont 122 Frangais ou indigenes, 12 étrangers. 


“ Enseignement Public. 
36 institutéurs, professeurs ou institutrices, dont deux professeurs Ttaliens et une 


institutrice de nationalité étrangtre, pourvue du Brevet Frangals et fa i 
dlanse dans une cougrégation religieuse ob elle a 68 dlevéec pi ed 


“ Direction des Travaux Publics, 


224 Agents de cadre permanent ; 157 Francais, 62 stranger 
corvilants, dot 99 Prangais et 33 crracgers, on” (7 indigines, § Girungery, 116 


“ Direction des Finances. 
«54 employés, dont trois étrangers, interprétes. 


“ Contributions Diverses, 
“ 155 employés, dont 11 Ctrangers, polyglottes nécessaires. 


“ Direetion des Monopoles. 


Direc, *Semt dont 7 étrangery 989 débitants de tabac et Jo poudre relevant de cette 
wo . prit cette Régie, - i ta 4 gehen ni indigtnes, Les 
aon 0,8, Rout reanaveler mmédiatement un personnel qui fait renter des somes 
ahsissis weatat Frases oe indigent a ows deca oe 


“ Dowanes. 


* 368 employés, dont 25 trangers. Il y a cing ang, fos étrangers 6 . 
jouterai que, dans tous lex services du Proteetorat, la tendance, la direction 
sont les méines pour recruter le personnel ou Tes nuxiliaites. 
“Cet accord a tonjoursexisté, sans quil y ait eu Ale presrie, 
“Il résulte du seatiment national, qui est au fond de nos carurs et qui a'a pas beso 


de Ia France, il nous convient que notre adminis 
ire non seulement juste, mais bienveillante pour tous; cela convient d 
ef A Ja situation de notre pays.” : agency 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Vice-Consul Leonardi to Acting Consul-General Carbonaro. 


(Transtation.) 
si Sfax, November 80, 1801. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in conformity with instructions given by 


the Minister Resident, the actual retailers of tob ib ‘ith on i 
he Minster Resident, the actual reales of fobneo, who are, with one exception, all 
Bia ibjects, are to be substituted on the Ist January next by Fre or Tunisian 

‘This very unjust measure has not only d the feclings of the al 

y not only injured the fox he above retailers, but 

also all the colony, wh see inthis ation of the Resident sprit of antagonism ind bed 
acknowledging the rights acquired by irreproachalle and honest British subjects in au 
esployment whlch they have enjoyed for 1 ng oars 

In , tl retail dealers, of whom I inclose a note, have beet \joyit this 
ES er ere Race fea Met eg My te 
the Local Government administered the Monopoly, or when it was ceded to a ‘contractor, 
these dealers have always been left in charge ol the shops. , 
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‘ 


Bren the ‘Administration of the Monopoly, organized over a year ago, have 
Secksueeicioed (bat tgs ex @opioriseat and tatetnbned tates op to tes prone ae 

It is only after remonstrances and claims on the part of intolerant French subjects, 
‘enemies of every foreign element, especially British, that the Administration of the 
Monopoly ha deed to tur thes out nthe most jot ad tarbarusmanoe. 

must also add that the claims and remonstrances against the above-mentioned 

retail dealers of tobscco, as also against all the interests of the Britisb colony in general, 
have always been encouraged and perhaps fomented by the local authorities. 

in the meantime, these dealers have presented: themacives in a body, saking me to 
forward a Report to you ou the unjust measure taken against them, and to submit to you 
what follows :— 

1. That as they have enjoyed their employments since the creation of the Monopoly 
of Tobacco of the Regency, they consider themselves entitled to have the privilege over any 


other claimants, 
2. That as such employment has always been acknowledged by all the different 


‘Administrations up to the present, they do not think that the Resident is justified in the 
present orders, especially as he is unable to point out any bad antecedents in their 
conduct, 

3 That, therefore, they have recourse to you that you may protect them, and take 
‘such steps with the Tunisian Government, or whoever it may concern, as to cause that 
they may continue to enjoy their employment, which is the only trade they can manage, 

the only support of their families, although th fit hardly suifices for thei 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) "J. LEONARDI. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 


VicesConsul Leonardi to Acting Consul-General Carbonaro, 
Translation.) 
‘Sfax, December 4, 1891. 


ir, 

WITH reference to my last despatch dated the 30th ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
report to you that the discontent and indignation of the British colony against the French 
Administration ing the dismissal of the tobacco agents is daily increasing. ‘They 
hhave petitioned me to ask you to interest yourself in the matter, and to obtain from the 
‘Administration a revocation of the Order. 

‘The British subjects submit that these acts of the Tunisian Government are a breach 
of existing Treaty rights between Her Majesty's Government and His Highness the Bey, 
whereby British subjects enjoy in Tunisia the same privileges and immunities as the most 
favoured nation. 

‘The dismissal of British employés to be replaced by Frenchmen, therefore, is contrary 
to the spirit of the said Treaty. ce 

ve, 


ke. 
(Signed) J. LEONARDI. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1. 


Consul R, Drummond Hay to M. Massicault. 


Tunis, December 26, 1891. 
t Sia 


a 
‘Tunisian Government, these persons, then trading under the former monopolists, were, I 
‘am given to understand, authorized to continue their business, and, ut the issue of the 
late order to quit, were under the impression that their situations would be te 
“Phe peremptory dismissal by the Tunisian Government at the port of Sfux alone of 
scren rentable Bekah subjects, who have large feilies to. support, and have depended 
for many years on the tobaceo trade as a means of existence, is seriously resented not 
‘only by the persons affected by the measure, but by all members of the British community, 


Bors, <a one ‘on their treatment by the authorities in a spirit of 
| inclose a list of the petitioners at Sfax, and T beg to add i 
cases in oter parts of the country which merit esate. ee 
;  M. le Ministre, that in dealing with the question, the Tunisian Gi it 
be pleased to bear in mind the important privileges of British subjects teadiog in the 
Regency, and that they will refrain from enforcing a measure which would be totally at 
‘variance with the good-will hitherto showa towards British traders. ‘ 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) "RK. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 1. 
M, Regnault to Consul R. Drummond Hay. 


M. le Consul-Général, Tunis 
, ; nis, le 31 Décembre, 1891. 
stone AR lttte dt 26 de ce mois, vous avez bien voulu appeler mon attention sur la 
situation de plusieurs sojets Britanniques. employés_par ancien fermier des tabacs et qui 
se setcecttM® Par notre Administration ‘des Finances quis seraient licenciés le 
J'ai Vhonneur de vous faire observer que le C 
kc server que le Gouvernement nie pouva 
fire tenu de conserver A son service lea agents du fern ‘ue es ancene 
seonacks Ne Sturaient re assimilés & dee commergants jovissunt de privildges quel 
mute que I’ Administration des Monopoles a ménagé gr 
Personnel, en lui donnant un délai d’un an pour trouver u 


(Pour le Résident-Genéral et par 
Le Covsul de France, 
(Sign) E, REGNAULT, 


i 
Inclosure 6 in No. 1, 


Tee Cot Late st ys 
SES r to Consul R, Dr id Hay, 
Sir, 
‘ ‘Sfaz, January 6, 189 
4, AN confomnity with your intrstions transnitted to me esgcentary 189% 
sean Tere made gent inquiries with regard to the time and form of the noti 
pd clear poly dealers, and Ih rtained the followi 
1. The tobacco dealers knew nothing about the deci 
‘as only few days before the tod ofthe Year that they received formal notice to quit 
. The notice was given to them verbally by the “Directeur,” who had cal 
exprgly fr such a eommaticatio. oe 
. On the 3lst December the Director verbally ordered them to deliver their deposit 
oa him or to the persons who were going to take th iene satan 
wing rendered their accounts they were asked to sign a declaration, which thoy this 
cane crate secouts they were asked to signa dderton, which they think 
have, &e, 
(Signed) J. LEONARDI. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 1. 
Vice-Consul Galea to Consul R. Drummond Hay. 


‘Suse, January 6, 1892. 
tase GiPAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 28th Decomter 
ast with reference to the bjects who formerly kept shops for the sale of tobacco 

th the Pyjrsnon of the contractor, and were confirmed in their posts by the Director 
c 





ees 





| Se 





6 
(of the Government Monopoly since the Ist January, 1891, and dismissed at the end of the 


year. 
‘Names of the persons dismissed :— 

Giuseppe Fenech, dealer in tobacco at Cala Zghira. 

Giuseppe Rizro |, » Cala ae 

Lorenzo Rizro 5, *— Sidicel-Heni. 


With regard to Giuseppe Fenech, he had been in the service of the contractor for 
about twelve years, and six months ago the French authorities asked him to take the usual 
oath, and in fact he made an affidavit which he delivered ; but, contrary to the protaise 
made to him that he would be left in charge of the sale of tobacco and salt, he received 
orders to give up the tobacco and salt, He is at present out of employment after twelve 
years’ service. 

‘Tobacco cutters dismissed :— 

Carmelo Falzon was summoned to Tunis with the tools for cutting, and for the last 
three months he has been waiting to be employed a; All his tools have been taken 
away from him. 

‘Vincenzo Borg and Salvatore Aguilina. ‘The tools of these persons have also been taken 
away from them, and they also are waiting at ‘Tunis for their employment. ‘These three 
persons are deluded with the hope }0 their employment, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. GALEA. 


Inclosore 8 in No. 1. 


Mr, Portelli to Consul R, Drummond Hay. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Monastir, January 7, 1892. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that in the bezinning of this year 
all the British subjects employed by the Monopoly of ‘Tobacco during the last fifteen years 
have been dismissed and replaced by French subjects, 

‘The above-mentioned British subjects are the brothers Pasquale and Ignazio Gami, 
the fathers of large families, and against whose conduct no remarks could be produced as 
they have always scrupulously served the Monopoly. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) F, PORTELL. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 1. 


Note of the British Subjects who kept Shops at Sfax for the sale of Tobacco and received 
orders to quit on the Ist January, 189: 


ANGIOLINO FARRUGIA, « family of twelve persons. ‘The mother is a widow 
during the last thirty yours this fatnily has always been engaged in the sale and manufacture 
of tobacco. 

‘Vincenzo Palomeni, a family composed of mother, father, and three children, Their 
trade and only means of livelihood during the last twenty-five years have beea the 
manufacture and sale of tobacco, 

Antonio Diacono has been employed in this trade as dealer in tobacco for the last 
fifteen years and is almost deprived of He supports seven young nephews. 

Carmelo Vella has been employed in cutting and selling ‘tobacco during the last 
thirty years and supports a family composed of five persons including father and mother. 

Giuseppe Vella, dealer in tobacco, supports five persons—brothers, mother, and wife— 
and has been engaged in this business for the last fifteen years. 4 

siolino Desira, tobacco dealer for the last sixteen Years, supports a family consisting 
of mother, widow, and five brothers, 

‘Vincenzo Pace, employed in the sale of tobacco during the last twenty years, supports 
1 family of three persons, 


G3 
No. 2. 
Consul R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received January 26.) 


jo. 5.) 
ly Lord, ‘Tunis, January 18, 1892. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 2 of the Sth instant, and No. 38 of the 1th 
questi 


elegate of the 
Coxninittee appointed during the 


M. Picot’s scheme, which was carried by a large majority of votes, proposes that the 
French Government be requested to send periodically to Tunis a President, four Assessors 
(‘Conseillers”), and an Advocate-General 10 the Court of Appeal at Aliers, 
who would be instructed by the “ Garde des Sceaux” to remain at Tunis during the 
that might be deemed necessary for the adjudication of the eases in appeal, and to return 
to Algiers on the termination of the Assizes, 

Several members of the Conferenc 
permanent and 

D 


ly Al statistics ad shown that there was 
derable progress ii wes brought before the Court of Appeal at 
ra, but that the ched 108 during the year 1890, and until thi 
ceases should exceed 300, he believed that the consont of the Fi 
be obtained for the cstablishinent of a fixed Court of 4 
T beg to inclose a cutti 1 
cat's address to the Conference on this subject. 
Thave, &c. 
R, DRUMMOND HAY, 





‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 


Foreign Office, January 27, 1892, 
NSMIT to you herewith copy of a despatch cae Majesty's Consul at 
nis, and of its inclosures,t detailing the circumstances under which ¢ British 
subjects, engaged as tobacconists, have been thrown out of employment through their 
dismissal by the Tunisian Government, : 

At appears from the correspondence that these persons were served with no official 
warning of the fact that their engazement would terminate on the Ist instant, until the 
end of last month, when they received a verbal notice to quit from the French agent of 
the Government Monop 

i Fequest that you will represent to the French Government the hardship 
entailed by these measures upon a large number of respectable and unoffending persons, 

bjects of friendly nation, and that you will call M. Ribot’s special attention to the 
absence of due notice of dismissal such as is customary in similar cases—an omission 
Which, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, gives the persons injured an equitable 
claim to compensation, 

You will note that the French Resident denied their claim to compensation on the 
ground that they had had a year’s warning, and thereby acknowledged that they were 
considered to be entitled to that noti “ 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 4, 
Foreign Office to Consul R, Drummond-Hoy. 


of you 
by the d 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 


No. 5. 
Consul R. Drummond-Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 9.) 


Sin, Doin Pbruary 2, 1802; 
owt he 12th ultimo, Mr. Galea, British Vice~ 
PH reference to my despatch No. 8 4 of the Batis 
Coons Bina, ates ta a dealer in tobacco, named Emenuels Bish sbjet 
whote series were reac by the Tanuan Goverment at he tine Me Gals 
holder of an ‘“Amai Bey,” or Boylical letter, author nt 
Oa ee cae etter nas. ltely demanded by the authorities, and unsospeting'y 
surrendered by Dincono, On the 20th January he was turned out and replaced by 


Thi sulject. ice-Consul observes, Is a good example of the mode of procedure 


adopted by the Tonisian authorities for ridding themselves of tobacco dealers who happen 
to be neither French nor Tunisian subjects. eee, 
(Signed) " R, DRUMMOND-HAY. 





No. 6. 


Coneul Ry Drummond-Hay to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received February 16.) 


Ny Lo Tunis, February 10, 1892. 

YOWITH reference to Sir T. Hi, Sandero ear ee. Ms cae Try October 
No. 2 of the Sth ultimo, reporting to you 

last, and to RY Afatiaule Yor Pais with the fntention of submitting to the French 

Government proposals for the introduction of reforms in the administration of the Regency 

ty the Government of the Protectorate, [have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 

herewith an extract from the “Dépeche Tunisienne” of the Sth December lasty which 
ontains a record of the opinion of a Committee appointed to report ov the extemnion of 

the ‘competence of Frencl ‘Tribunal in  retions relating to llega ‘The Report 

‘was read by M. George Picot before the Conferenc ch subject eld the 10h 

passe ution that “it is urgent to extend with the least poss 
serrate conten of Fence Tabuoae ia al at reating to eal propery her 8 
care Freud rae e sity ak The treating, iaforroed the members that he 
reasons: ievit lizatic is will not ielayed. 
had for believing that the realization of this Seer ye 
(Signed) R, DRUMMOND-HAY. 
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Tnelosure in No. 6. 
Estract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne” of December 5, 1891. 
Coxrénence Coxsuutative. 
‘Stance duu 20 Novembre, 1891 (suite). 


Eztension de la Compétence des Tribunaus Franpais en Matidre Immobi 
M. PICOT lit le Rapport de la Commission -— 


“Rapport sur TExtension de la Compétence des Tribunaue Francais en Matitre 
Immobilitre, 
+ Messicurs, 

“Votre Commission d'Administration, saisie d’un vara en faveur de Vextension de Ia 
compétence des Tribunaux Frangais en matidre immobiligre, vous propose & Tunanimité de 
persister dans ce vaeu et de confirmer le vote émis en dernier, 

“ Au Rapport si complet présenté & la précédente § par M. ‘Terras, s'est ajouté 
récemment le Rapport de Ia troisi¢me SousCommission des frais de justice sur les projets 
relatifs & la compétence des juridictions Frangaiss et Tunisienic, 

“Ces docun avec autorit question que qui serait difficile & 

re, si clncun de vous n'avait, par son expérience personuelle, le souvenir de 

@attributions dont il aurait été temoin ou vietim 
Fel est dans toute société jeune ou vieille, le besoin de justice que de toutes les 

la plus cruelle est la luite prolongée ent 

journer et quelquefois de supprimer le droit. Sous 
Jurisconsultes ¢taient nombreux, lcur mérite hors outée, les 
Parlements possédaicnt des Magistrats éminents, mais ) Te conflit des compétences 
multipliges, le droit était souvent ctouf re Révolution de 1789 n'a pas fait le droit ; 
elle lui a, passez-moi expression, donné de I'air et du jour; clle'l'a affranchi ou du moins 
elle a diminué le n ces déctinatoires qui sont le plus mortel eanemi de ce que le 

droit « pour mission de déiendre : la propriété et la bert 

“Nous nous plaignons de ce qu'en ‘Tunisie, entre les deux Justices Frangaise et 
Tuvisienne, le droit soit parfois étouflé, que Tadministration de la justice, ralentic. par les 
‘exceptions, soit entravée dans sa marehe. 

* Fixons les points indiscutés, nous voyons par lA combien est large le champ ouvert 
‘aux confits. 

npétence Francaise: toute action sujet dune p . 
ompétence ‘Tunisienne : toute action relative & une propriété non imuatriculée 
possédée ou réclamée par un Tunisien, 
8 deux termes extrémes, que de questions mixtes! Que d'espdces douteuses t 
Fon immatriculée est possédée par un Européen; un Vassigne en 
revendication devant le Tribunal ; use est plaidée, puis 
saisie dun ap que Vincompétence est dordre public, que le Tunisien en plaidant 
devant les Tribunaux Frangais n'a pu y renoneer et que wause est renvoyée 
devant le Chiara, 

“ Cette jurisprudence, il est vrai, semble vacillante ef certains Arréts qui 
font espérer qu'elle sera dé nt abandonnée ; mais, en attendant, quelles lenteurs | 
combien de doutes ct surtout que de frais pour les justi ! 

uultiplicr le tableau des abus qui découlent d’une telle incertitude : 

‘loppé au detriment de tous les intéréts, la rn icessante de 

procés qui mettent tion les droits les mieux assis, lirritation produite par des 
conflits sans issue sont des faits graves d’od peuvent sortir de véritables périls, 

“ Quel reméde pouvons-nous y apporter ? 

“Hater Vimmatriculation, disent certaines personnes, et ne demander qu'a cette 
mesure, rendue obligatoire, la réforme des abus, 

© Nous sommes, plus que personne, partisans de Vimmatriculation ; nous souhaitons 
que ce grand travail, digne de servir de moddle, soit encouragé par tous les moyens ; nous 
applaudissons aux projets qui nous ont été communiqués. Nul doute que extension de 
ce régime, en fixant irrévocablement les limites des terres, ne soit destinée A tarir la source 
des immobiliers. 

“Mais, en cette matitre, il y a une régle de sage conduite qui doit étre, sous Te 
Gouvernement du Protectorat, un principe absolv. 

(411) D 
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“Il ne faut rien demander & Is coercition quand Ia faculté donnée aux intéressés peat 


Or, le mouvement qui porte les propriétaires vers 'immatricalation est considérable ; 
ils sentent de plus en plus limportance des séeurités que cette mesure confére. Cent mille 
hectares seront, avant peu, immatricalés. Une foule de propriétaires attendent l'abaisse- 
ment du tarif pour introduire leurs demandes. Ot Vinitiative suffit & déterminer un 
courant, il serait trés imprudent de décréter obligation. 

+ Drailleurs, & un point de vue tout pratique, la valeur de ce travail qui purge la 
propriété de tous les litiges occultes qui la menagaient, dépend exclusivement du soin 
minutieux du Service Topographique et du zéle du Tribunal Mixte. Brusquer limmatricu- 
lation serait lui enlever tout son mérite. 

# IL faut done prendre les choses, non telles qu'elles seront dans dix ans, mais telles 
qu'elles se présentent en 1891, 

“Tout bien considéré, le véritable abus est de forcer un Européen & comparaitre, 
‘malgré Iui, devant un Tribunal Indigine. 

‘“Telle est la formule A laquelle s'est arrétée votre Commission d’Administration. 


que devant un ‘Tribunal 
“IL nous semble 
tun acte de 


juait A un objet 


“Nous demandons qu'il puisse étre admis au Tribunal Frangais et qu’en aucun eas il 
‘ne soit foreé de s'adresser i la procédure et aux ‘Tribunaux Indigénes. 
< Un plot demure obrcu. 
uni 


“Le Tunision qui a accepté Ia compétence Francaise en ploidant devant le ‘Tribunal 
contre un Frangais, pourra-t-il décliner cette compétence devant la Cour d’Appel ? 

“Lu Commission d'Administration est unanime A penser que l'incompétence doit etre 
soulevée par le Tunisien a Yorigine de Vinstance in limine litis et qu’aprés le procts engagé 
et la competence acceptée, elle ne pout etre déclinge. 

* Ainsi la question se trouverait réelée, les contlits apaisés et les satisfactions légitimes 
obtenues, 

“Votre Commission, se fondant sur ces motifs, a exprimé a I’ unanimité le voeu suivant: 
qu'elle vous propose de sinctionner -— ; 

“TL est urgent d’étendre, dans le~plus bref délai possible, Ia compétence des 
Tribunaux Francais & toutes les matidres immobilidres, toutes les fois qu'un Buropéen oa 
tun protégé Européen se trouverait en cause.” 

“ Le Rapporteur, 
(Signé) “G. Picor. 
“Tunis, le 20 Novembre, 189i.” 


Les conclusions de la Commission sont adoptées. 

M. Terras demande ladjonetion aux conclusions de cette Commission des mots: 
“ Réitérant avis déja donné dans sa dernidre Session.” 

M. le Rapporteur aceopte cette adjonction. 

Le Révident Général dit quil y a lieu de croire que cette rélorme ne tardera pas a étre 
réalisée. 

MM. de Carniéres renouvelle In demande qu'il a faite A la demnigre Session en 
Aétendre la compétence des Tribunaux Frangais i tous les procts immobiliers, quelle « 
soit Ia nationalité des ayants cause, On congoit, ci effet, les inconvénients quil y a a ce 
‘que le régime Iégal auquel est soumis un immouble varie avec la nationalité de ses 


POPIML le Resident Général demande 4 M. de Camitres dabandonner pour le moment 
ce voeu et de se contenter de l'extension de compétence réclamée par la Commission. 

‘M. Georges Picot déclare que In Commission repousse la proposition de } 
Carnidres. 

‘M, de Carnitres n’insiste pas. 


No.7. 
Consul R. Drammond-Hoy to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 22 ) 


; , Tunis, February 15, 1892, 
H reference to the last parazraph of my despatch No, 29 of the 2nd July, 1891 
Thave the honour to inform your Lordship that the Italian Consul-General haa received 
Report irom his Agent at Gabes that the French authorities have opened a weekly market 
at Tataouin, on the Tripolitan frontiers, where th ‘ave establisired free kitchens for the 
natives of Ghadames, who now frequent the market. 
_,,, When these people return to their country, the authorities at Tutaon present ther 
with guns, swords, and daggers, &. It is alleged tht these steps have been 
Freneh for the purpose of attracting the Ghadames merchants, 
degrees, the trade routes of the Tripolitan Oasis in favour of Tunisia, 
A report is also current that the military authorities have suceceded, by {ri 
overtures, in securing the allegiance to the Beylical Government of several ‘Tripolitan 
7” fed province of the Ouderni 
Z ing from the g position of these territories sitaated on the road to 
Ghadames, and ec the means adopted by the French to gain over the wild bi 
tribes and to allnre the Ghadames traders into the Regency, 
cone ig that, in due course of time, the Govern 
establis! trade with that coveted oasis, and in thus extend euch influenc 
‘Tripolitania, y 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND-HAY, 





No. 8. 
Consul It. Drummond-Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Receiced February 


(Xo, 13.) 
My Lord, Tunis, February 15, 1802. 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an extiuct froin the 
“Dépéche Tunisienne” of the 12th instant,* regerding Bizerta, and to point out the 
concluling remark of the editor that the article of the “ Indépendance Belge” has been 
written “under the erroneous impression that a naval port will be constructed at Hizerta, 
and not a commercial port, as is the sole-object and intention of the Beylical Governmedt,” 
, Ke. 
R. DRUMMOND-HAY. 





Consul R. Drummond Hay t9 the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received February 27.) 


(No. 14, 
My Loni, Tunis, Februar 

I HAVE"the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewi translation of a 
letter from Mr. G. Pariente, British Consular Agent at Gerba, submitting a complaint 
of Messrs. Farrugia and Camilleri against the local authotities of that place for 
violation of domicile, the polico having entered and searched the premises of th 
British subjects without the knowlelge or consent of the British Consular Agent, 

In reply to Mr. Pariente, I roferred to a letter T had addressed him in March 
1891, regarding a similar quostion, when, in accordance with the tenour of Sir P. 
Ourrie's despatch No. 45 of the 2nd August, 1889, I acquainted him that the polic 
are authorized by the French ‘Tribunals to act in the execution of Tunisian laws, and 
the French Code of Civil and Criminal Procedure, and that, therefore, they ai 
responsible alone towards those Tribunals by which they are authorized to execute 
Judgments on foreigners without the previous consent of the Consular authori 

T added that it was open to Messrs. Farrugia and Camilleri to apply to the 


© Not printed, 
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Thave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 9. 
Mr. Pariente to Consul R. Drummond Hay. 


) 
Gerba, January 26, 1892. 
I HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram of the 22nd instant, worded as 


« ‘The families of Farrugia and Cantilleri, who live together, have had this 
Thoming thls domiclle and thelr sores visited by the French Vico Consul, ating as 
le Paix,’ accompanied by a ‘ Iuissier,’ without the consent or the intervention 
Consular Agency. ‘These families, who are very honourable, protest against the 

violation of their domicile, and the disturbance of their wives, one of whom is with 
child, and request mo to inform you of the « 

in addition to my telegram, I beg to inform you that the 
domicile and stores of Messrs. Fartugin and Camilleri, who live together, for 
respectable fami nade in cousequence of an alleged theft of about 2,300 pinstres 
in cash, which occurred about a month ago, to the prejudice of a certain M. David 
Spiteri, a naturalized French subject 

On the 18th December last M. of his store 
(office) in tho hands of a M. Enrico Aubacher, employed by him for the sale of 
tobacco. At the same time lie had begged M. Giusoppo Farrugia, his friend, as a 
favour to assist at the measurement of iin oil jars, together with Jusef-ber 

tof the oil tax, Mohamed Hmish, Salem-ben-Nandan, ° 
the latter being employed in registering the oil presses befor 

It was further arranged that this inspection should take place in Spi 
‘Tho key was deposited cach time with M. Aubacher. 

On Monday, the 21st December, the jars were examined in the presence of all 
the above-mentioned persons, and the key of the store was regularly delivered to 
Aubacher. 


, the 24th December, six further jars were examined by the same 
persons. and the Key was again handed over to Aubacher. 

On Saturday, the 26th December, M. Spit returned from Gabes. The next 
ay, Sunday the 27th, he declared that, during his absence, the sum of 2,300 pinstres 
in gold, silver, and two bank notes’ of 100 fr. cach, had been stolen from the 
drawer of a table which served as a desk, and where, according to. his statement, he 
had left the money, instead of placing it in the iron safe lying in his store. ‘The key 
‘was in his own possession. 

‘M. Spiteri had recourse to the Acting Juge de Paix, and threw suspicion on the 
len, Entico Anbacher, suspecting alo the very honest ‘and respected Mr. Giuseppe 

arrugi, 

Ree a few days an inquiry was instituted without result; and now, after nearly 
‘one month of silence, the famous search in the domicile and stores of Messrs. Farrugia 
and Camilleri took place. I eannot say for what reason, as the thing stolen consisted 
in ready cash. f 

‘The French Viee-Consul, Acting as “ Juge de Paix,” accompanied by his Secre- 
tary, acting as “iiuissier,” and by the Inspector of Police, ted themselves at 
Farrugia and Camilleri’s dwelling on Friday morning, the 22nd instant, without giving 
notice to this Consular Agency at all, nor asking for the presence of a Consular 
Janissary according to the custom hitherto practised, in order to avoid the implication 
‘of the violation of a private domicile. 


Mr. Git ia, however, who did not know at first what was meant, 
‘aiinilted thowo fasotioaaries ito his drawing-room. When they informed him that 


the search in the house and stores had taken place, Mr. Giuseppe Farru 
resented himself in this Consular Agency, and related 9 me al the partetiam of tia 
Uncalled-for judicial procedure, which he considered an undeserving and arbitrary 
violation of domicile. “He requested mo to inform you by telegram of what happened, 
for your wise consideration, that you may obtain adequate satisfaction, the more’ so, ag 
the unjust proceedings of the judicial authorities had surprised and pained his family, 
and besides seriously alarming Mrs Farrugia, who i in a interesting condition, 

‘The families of Farrugia and Camilleri are land-owners of exemplary. character, 
well known to all. They fecl that their self-respect, honour, and moral repittation have 
been attacked by such a procedure, the result of which, however insignifieant, is 
considered to be a scandal which caused a bad impression on the public. : 

Therefor, in plaing befor you these unpleasant fac Messrs, Parragia and 
Caml nd to relinquish their claim for redre. ich th i 
themselves entitled, with your valued assistance. ard Aa es 

__ Lhave, &e. 
Signed)” G, PARTENTE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 9, 
Consul R. Drummond Hay to Mr. Pariente. 


(Translation. 
Sir, 


I HAVE received your letter of the 26th ult 
the local police of Gerbia have entered the do: 
knowledge or consent, and roy 
remonstrances to the French 
Ta reply to pour request to bo furnished with instru 


in such cases, I have to inform you that, whilst I approve your ¢ 

the usages of your Consular district in the interests of British subject 
you to bear in mind the follo n of Her Majesty's Governme 
of a similar charact en in Tunis, 


. which they are authorized to 
oxeoute Judgments on foreigners without the previous consent of the Consular 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 9. 


Consul R. Drummond fo Mr, Pariente. 
prsiesega) d Hay to Mr. Pariente, 
Sir, Tunis, Fe 
5 Tunis, February 6, 1802. 
sola ITH reference to Jour despatch, dated the 26th ultimo, 1 ding an alleged 
violation of domicile by the police authorities of Gerba, I have to refer you, in reply, 
to my letter of the Lith March, 191, wherein T explained to you tho views taken by 
Hoe ae ee in cases of a similar character that have already occurred 
You may inform the Farrugia and Camilleri families that if they consider t! 
ma i fn i onsider that 
the authorities have exceeded their legal powers, or that M. David Bpitents asvuss- 
for ate jmfounded, they should have recourse to the competent Tribunals for damages 
T have, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND, HAY. 














u 
No. 10. 
Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received March 4.) 
S, 79.) 


fy Lord, Paris, March 3, 1892. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 55 of the 13th ultimo, in which I reported 

having addressed representation to the French Government detailing the hardshi 
entailed on British su ely dismissed from employment as tobacconists by the 
‘Tunisian Government, T am confidentially informed by M. Hanotaux that, as a special 
favour, but not as a principle which could be appealed to by other Representatives, 
‘M. Massicault has orders to consider favourably the cases of the British subjects thus 
dismissed respecting whom I have made representations, and to give satisfaction to 

their claims if well founded. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EDWIN Il. EGERTON. 


No. 11. 
Consul R. Drummond-Heay to the Marquis of Selishury.—(Received March 7.) 


(No. 1 
y Lor Tunis, March 1, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 11 of the ‘th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that the Italian Agent here has received a cypher tele- 
gram from his Vice-Consul at Gerba, who is also British Consular Agent, reporting the 
anrest by the Turkish police, on the Tripolitan frontiers, of a French military interpreter, 
named Kaddur, detected, on his way to Ghadames, disguised He is stated to 
have been bound and conveyed to Tripoli. ‘The Franco-Tu ies were greatly 
‘concerned at the. news. 

Immediately after this incident the Ttalian Consular Agent at Gabes reported that a 
French explorer, named Caret, who had left for Zarzis with the intention of starting from 
that place for Ghadames with an armed native escort, bad been arrested on the Tripolitan 
frontiers by the Tunisian military authorities, and ‘compelled to retrace his steps, after 
‘signing « declaration that be would make no further attempts to erss the fronticrs, He 

ards arrived at Gabes, escorted by Tunisian mounted pol 

‘This display of energy on the part of the Tunisian authorities, following so soon 
‘upon the arrest of Kaddur by the ‘Turkish police, when proceeding in disguise to Ghadames. 
would appear to arise from a desire on their part to disavow any participation in the pro- 
ceedings of their military interpreter. 

Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND-HAY. 





No. 12. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 


No. 47.) 
t Foreign Offce, March 7, 1892. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 79 of the 3rd instant, I have to request that 
you will express to the French Government the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’ 
Government have received their friendly assurances respecting the case of the British 
sutjecte lately dismised from employment by the Government of Tans 
am, &e. 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 13. 
Foreign Office to Consul R. Drummond Hay. 
Foreign Office, March 8, 1892. 


(eo. 8) 


” I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to convey to you his Lordship’s 
approval of your action in regard to the complaint of Messrs. Farrugia and Camilleri 
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against the authorities of Gerba, as reported in your despatch No. 14 of tho 20th 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) V. LISTER. 





No. 14, 
Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 16.) 


(No. 94, 
My ‘rd Paris, March 14, 1892, 


WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 47 of the 7th instant, 1 took 
an opportunity to-day of expressing to M. Hanotaux tho satisfaction with which 
Her Majesty's Government had received the friendly assurances of the French 
Government respecting the ease of the British subjects lately dismissed. from employ~ 
ment by the Government of Tunis. 

MM. Hanotaux said he was glad I had taken that mode of thanking his Government, 
instead of writing an official note on the subject. ‘The matter had been arranged 
confidentially between himself and M. Massicault; and the concession which had 
been made was not to constitute a preceden. He would again specially recommend 
the caso to the Resident's favourable treatment, and proceeded to take a note about it 
in my presence. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) BE, C. Hl. PHIPPS. 





Consul R. Drumisond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 17.) 


(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Tunis, March 10, 1802 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 2 of the 5th January, E have tho honour to 
inform your Lordship that M. Massicault returned here yesterday from Paris, 

ML Regnault, who has frequently taken charge of the Residency, and hos for 
several years held important posts in the Regency, has been appointed Ironch Consul 
at the Virwus, He is succeoded by M. Blondel, Secretary of Embassy, wh 
employed in the Protectorate Department of the French Foreign Ollice and 
Morocco. 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) R, DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 16. 
Consul R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received March 24.) 


ON 
My Lord, Tunis, March 18, 1892. 

IN consequence of the erroneous and misleading telegrams that. have been lately 
published in certain British and Italian newspapers with regard to Bizerta, I beg to 
inform your Lordship that the garrison of that place consists only of 200 Zouaves 1nd 
a detachment of artillery. There is, however, sufficient space in the barracks for about 
3,000 men. 

Tam not aware of any intention on the part of the authorities to increase the 
garrison for the present, and I am assured by Mr. Bourke that no military works have 
heen commenced on the sites sclected for the fortifications, as reported to your 
Lordship in my despatch No. 69 of the 28th October, 1890, nor has he any knowledge 
of the alleged arrival of siege guns for the defence of the pot. 

have, &e, 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY 
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No. 17. 
Consul R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received March 29.) 


G21) 
* WITH reference to ch No. 10 of the 10th Febreary lat, T have d 

nee tom 0. 10 of ebruary last, I have the 
hhonour to transmit to. your Lordahip herewith copies of three Boylical Decrees of the 
15th and 16th instant, introducing certain modifications in the Law of the Ist July, 
1885, relating tothe fmmateiculation of real property, reusing the fees in connection 
with immatriculation, and establishing a new Law concerning the sale of real property 
in Tunis by order of the French Tribunals. 

Thave, &o. 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 18. 
Consul-General R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No, 24, Confidential 
fy Lord, ‘Tunis, April 2, 1892. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 4, Confidential, of the 18th 
ultimo, I inquired of M. Massicault yesterday whether he was inclined 'to reconsider 
tho cases of the British subjects who had been dismissed from their employments as 
tobacconists by the Tunisian Government. He replied that when in Paris he had heard 
that Mr. Egerton had made representations on the subject. 

On being asked at the French Foreign Office for his opinion, he had stated that 
the British subjects had no lawful grounds for complaint against the ‘Tunisian Govern 
ment. ‘That when the latter took charge of the Monopoly, the tobacconists were 

J for a torm of one year ending the 31st December, 1891, and that under the 
existing Regulations the employment of Agents who are neither Tunisian nor French 
subjects is undesirable. 

He considered that the Government had acted as generously as could bo expected 
by retaining the services of the British subjects for a whole year. 

he Resident added that since his return to Tunis he had mado an official investiga- 
tion and reported the results to Paris. But he at the same time gave me to understand 
that if T would agree to regard the question from his points of view, he would be 
prepared to consider favourably the eases of those British subjects who may haye been 
seriously affected from loss of employment. 

‘During the course of the discussion the Resident questioned the rights of the 
British subjects to be considered as traders, and as to their places having been filled up 
by Tonisians and Frenchmen, he maintained that the Tunisian Government could not 
‘be restricted in the choice of their Agents. 

Tn reply, I pointed out to M. Massicault that both under the former contractors 
and under the present arrangements cach agent was provided with » quantity of 
tobaceo for sale on behalf of the Monopoly, the agent receiving a percentage on 
the proceeds of the sale. Under these circumstances it appeared to me that the 
tobacconists could only be reganied as traders. 

Talso reminded M. Massicault of his speech at the conference of French subjects 
lield in November last, when he gave assurances to his fellow-countrymen of the 
‘approaching dismissal of a large number of forcigners from employments under the 

‘unisian Government. 

Tt was not until that announcement was made public in the local newspaj 
the British subjects became aware of their fate. Most of thom are persons with large 
families to support who have depended, for periods varying between twelve and 
twenty years, on the tobacco business for their existence. 

T Added that the British Vice-Consuls of Sfax, Susa, and Monastir had 
investigated the case of each individual and had thus ascertained that no warning or 
notice of any kind had been given to the British subjects that they would be ejected 
at the end of the year. . 

‘As the reports from our respective subordinates appeared to be at variance, I 
suggested to the Resident that we should defer the discussion until another day, when 
‘T would furnish him with full particulars of the inquiries made by the Vico-Consuls, 


Ww 


is he agreed to, and expressed to me his desire to discuss the question on an 


i fe a 
_ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) -R. DRUMMOND HAY 


a 
No. 19. 


Foreign Office to Consul-General R. Drummond Hay. 


Foreign Office, April 20, 1892. 
sar tiTTH reference to your despatch No. 24 of the Sud Hediant Tass Urea ty ths 
‘ mury to ‘state to you your language to M. Massicault regardi 
the of ceriain British subject ists in Tunis mee 
ine ei certain British subjects employed ae tobcconiss in Tunis meta 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 25.) 


bes (0. 25.) 
ly Lord, ~ it 19, 1892 
IT HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Petes itt 2 ite 
Conference of French Colonists will ‘take place to-day, und presidency of 
M. Massicault, to discuss the proposed reforms provements in the administration, 
public works, finances, and agricalture of tue Rej - 

I bog to inclose a cutting from “La Dépiche Tunisienne” of the 11th instant, 
containing a list of the questions which will occupy the Conference, x 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) "It, DRUMMOND HAY, 





No. 21. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 


ter 


The Report dwells on the strategical importance of Bizerta as a key of the Mediter- 
ranean, showing tha in wo hours a French et would be able to. ocedpy an hnportant 
position on the coast of Sicily or to the south of Malta, In order to guard against such 
eventualities, the defence of the Sicilian coasts is suggested by a special fleet of torpedo- 
vessels, 

T have, &, 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 











38 
No. 22. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 


ly Tunis, April 26, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 25 of the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the members of the Conference of French Colonists gave a 
Danquct on the 21st instant in honour of M. le Royer, President of the French Senate, 
and M, Pauliat, Senator, who were on a visit to Tunis, 

Amongst the speeches that were made on the oceasion, that of M. Pauliat contained 
some remarkable statements with regard to the Protectorate, 

After speaking in flattering terms of the results of French ad:uinistration during a 
period of twelve years, M. Pauliat ridiculed the attempts which have been frequently 
made to agitate in favour of the annexation of Tunisia to Alge 

In view of the satisfactory results already attained in the Regency, he was no 
partizan of annexation, but, on the contrary, he was in favour of granting Tunisia 
greater independence and autonomy than she now enjoys. If, however, annexation 
should become inevitable, M, Paulint was of opinion that Algeria ought to be annexed to 
Tunisia, instead of the latter country to Algeria, 

By such a measure the French Budget would economize about 90,000,000 fr., the 
present yearly cost of Algeria to France. 

M. Pauliat then proceeded to draw comparisons between the two administrations, 
pointing out the grave errors that had been committed in the colonization of Algeria, and 
predicting successful development of the resources of the Iegency under the present 
government of the Protectorate. 

M, Paulint concluded his speech by assuring the members of the Conference that 
they could count on his sincere support in the French Parliament, 

I beg, to inclose a record of M. Pauliat’s speech, taken from the “ Dépéche 
‘Tunisienne ” of the 29rd instant. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ’ R, DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 28, 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 6.) 


0. 28) 
sy Tord, ‘Tunis, April 29, 1892. 


WIT reference to my despatch No. 26 of tho 19th instant, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the session of the Conference of French Colonists, under the 

dency of the Resident, was closed on the 26th instant. 

he Report of the proceedings of the Conference has not been published 
I beg to inclose an extract from the “Journal Officiel ‘Tunisien” of the 25th 
reporting M. Massicault’s concluding address. 

In expressing his thanks to the members of the Conference for their valuable 
counsels, the Resident stated that great financial prudence should be exercised 
in # country where the construction of a network of railroads, estimated to cost 
28,000,000fr,, is at the head of the proposed reforms and improvements to be 
introduced by the Government of the Protectorate. Ho added that the public works 
carried out during the past ten years execeded an expenditure of 13,000,000 fr., and 
wero proofs of economical Budgets. ‘The surplus of this year, amounting to 
6,300,000 fr., would be mainly devoted to the completion of the ports of ‘Tunis and 
Bizorta. 

MM. Massicault at the samo time assured the members of the Conference that the 
results of their deliberations would occupy the sorious attention of the Government, as 
forming @ programme of the numerous requirements of the country in the work of 
reorganization, 

Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


ESSE EE EEE ———E——EEE ES 
© Not prioted. 


No. 24. 


Consul-General Drummond! Hay to the Marguis of Salishury.—(Received May 16,) 
fo. 30.) 
iy Lord, E Tunis, May 10, 1892, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that « local journal, the Petiies 
il ,” published on the 29th ultimo Regulations for the future sale of 
Beylical property by the ‘Tiinisian Government for the cnoourazement of French 
colonization, the first condition being that the purchaser should be a French citizen. 

nouncement, of which a copy is inelosed, was sharply criticized by the 
T'Unione.” ‘ 
| spoke. io me on, the subject, and 
hat the nares. by the 
ment would he an infraetion of our Treaty rights, but, as the a 
not appeared in an oficial organ of the Government, I considere 
had arrived at too hasty conclusions. It would, therefore, be advisable to inquire 
of the Resident, verbally, whether there was any foundation for stich a report, 
‘jg, 08 being questioned b on the subject, M, Massieault doc 
there was no truth wh fail assured him that og 
posh hase of land from the Tun 
‘These z to state, well worth not as T have 
frequent ly “on persons of the devices resorted to Dy 
neh of of jovernment of the Protectorate to favour thet 
‘own countrymen in cases of a similar nature, ee tag! 
1c, Be. 
R. DRUMMOND HAY, 


Tnelosure in 


Extract from the Petites Affiches Tunisiennes™ of April 29, 1802, 
Lors Doaaxtavx.—Nous avons Ie pla 


biter ; 
odo do cing ans sans une autorisa 


ture de I 
it disponibles : 
les do In gare do ce nom 
Kebir, d'une contenance de 50 hectares propres i 
ine est contign A colui de M. Potin, de Paris, et a 6té 


_ 12 Deux lots de 40 hectares environ chacun appelés “Metline,” convenant 
Hii A la culture du bIé ct a celle de la igne; chacun de ces lots 
AB 
Deux pareelles de 40 hectares ¢ de Dom 
aon 410 kilo. de la ville de et & 12 kilom. de station papers erie 
e sol, accidenté, conviendrait bien A la culture do la mac, La valeur vénale de 
chacun de cos lots est de 2,400 fe. PES «cae esa 





No. 25. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay fo the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 30.) 
$Xo,82, Confidential.) 
ry Lond, 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a list of the British subjects dismissed 


Tunis, Moy 24, 1892. 














‘Tunisian Government Jloyment as tobacconists in the Regency, 
eile? ied by Papiciacieggtnng Thuve transmitted to the French Resident, as 
an i ‘with him on the 13th instant. eae ae oh 
"ho particulars ar taken from the Reports of the Vier-Consals of Sus, Sax, 
rected to investigate the case of each SER, 
Mere nae) MoT ce Trt Manion ia defence of the Tunisian Govern- 
ment was similar to that which Thad the honour of reporting to your Lordship in my 
ast despatch on this question. Ho also informed me that he was awaiting 


‘When 1 rope io Tuand him a lst of the dinmiaved British subjects, M. Massie 
Sa a ae rr cateorloigo The justice of the cla, and be 
li ah ally acknowledg e claims, 
Tpit to atfonlsatifaction without the necessity for further formalities. nS 
P*Fithe Viee-Consul, whoss views I have consulted on the subject of compensation, 
are of opinion that the payment to each tobacconist of a sum of money representing 
his averuge yearly earnings by the trade would be a fai modo of settlement. Tn such 
sttane eos, Tequired for seventeen British subjects, estimated at 2,000 fr. ahead, 
youn! 000 fr., or about 1,601. ‘ nck: 
won ag to. aubmalt, these, suggestions for your Lordship's consideration, and to 
request that I may be furnished with instructions for my guidance w! 
spproach the Resident on this question. $ a i é 
SPP ales to mention that T have added to the lst of Aisminsal Beth eubjots 
the names of thr, toa eT account fo havo been harsiytreted by the 
Th , from all accounts, to have beet ly trated by th 
pe dal contlcated ir working implements, when they oe, Tunis in 
‘search of employment, after dismissal from their situations at ‘Susa and Sfax. 
(Signed) -R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


— oo 


Inclosure in No. 25. 


Brrrasit Subjects dismissod from employment as Tobacconists in the Regency 
of Tunis. 





Angiolino Farrogia 


Freese” Bs lng eye 
eases ecuns wins ced de 
Wildwed meter and five brothers 
Wie sed tro een 

i end lien, 


Has bad health, 


‘Wife and eight children, 
Bachelor, ia poor circumstances, 
Dita 

Wife and two children. 


ight persons 
Sevea persons. 


summarily dismissed from their situations in the 

vito eaihes ‘or notice from the authorities. ‘They 

ining reliable incomes, but are now placed in more or less critical 
iy of them are in 


Tint persian who have depended for v9 many year on. 


for their sup] considerabl Ity in 


discovering new modes of earning a livelihood. The fact that they are all without 
capital, and have not made any savings by the tobacco business, renders their positions 
still more lamentable. fs 

Hy the dismissal of these persons, serentéen British families, numbering over 
ninety souls, have been left to struggle for their existence without having merited in 
the sinallest degree such a fate. 


The British Tobacco-culters of Susa and Sfaz. 


Carmelo Falzon, Vincenzo Borg, and Salvatore Aquilina, of Susa, and Lorenzo 
Pace, of Sfax, tobscco-cutters, all married and with lange families to support, were 
sent by the Director of the Monopoly of Susa in January 1801 to Tunis for re-employe 
ment. After waiting in vain for several months they returned to Sica, The 
tobacco-cutting tools were taken from them by the authorities in Tunis, and neither 
returned nor paid for. 

‘These British subjects, who are reported to be respectable and well-conducted 
artizans, desire the restitution of the tools and re-cmployment in their handicratt 

British Consulate-General, Tunis, May 16, 18% 





No. 26, 
GConsul-Generat Drummond Hoy to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Muy 20.) 
Tunis, May 25, 1892. 


of the 20th March, I haye the honour 
ted Bizerta last week 


visit in October 1800 is not 
been steadily carried on, and a 


ion of the new canal answers to the pl 
your Lordship in my Report of the 26 

selected for the eastern jetty is situated about 600 yanis to the east of the canal 

not at its mouth, as marked on the plan, 

‘The western breakwater is now about 550 yanls in length, and is solidly 
constructed of large blocks of conerote. A portion of the old canal and the fisher 
will be filled w conveyed by dred 
evidently the i 
of land for the construction of 

During my stay at Bizerta guest of Mr. Bourke, who pointed out to 
me two heights selected by the military authorities for the erection of fortifications, 

‘The principal site is within a few hundred yards of Mr. Bourko's residence, 
commanding the new port and canal, and the other is further eastward on a lower hill 
above the village of Menzel-cl-Djemil, which will be utilized for the defence of the 
approaches to Bizerta by the Tunis roail and the sea-side, 

About a year ago an officer of the French Engineers made propostls to Mr. Bourke 
for the purchase of those sites, soouer or later, when they might be rwqttired for 
military purposes. 


from the new cutting, 
to acquire thus a large quantity 


are closely watched by the police, and 
the port works, or even the anc 
cecupicd by a small body of Fre 

checked by the police or soldiery. If suspected of } nilitary officers, they s 
summoned before the “ Juge de Paix” to account for themselve 

‘This extraordinary vigilance on the part of the authorities has undoubtedly the 
effect of casting still greater discredit on the assurances of the French that the 
undertaking is purely commercial. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





* See plan No. 3 in Report of October 1960, 


and 
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No. 27. 


‘ Foreign Offce to Consul-General Drummond Hey. 
0.8.) 
ir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1892. 

YOUR despatch No. 32 of the 24th ultimo, relative to the case of the British 
subjects dismissed from employment as tobacconists in ‘Tunis, has been received at 
this Office, and Tam directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to convey to you a general 
approval of your proceedings as therein reported. 

You should endeavour to come t6 an arrangement with M. Massicault upon the 
lines which you suggest, hut it would be better to accept somewhat smaller compen: 
tion, if by so doing yon ean effect an inmediate settlement, and obviate the necessity 
for further representations to the French Government, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) " T, V. LISTER. 


——— 
No. 23. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received June 16.) 


(No, 87. Confidential.) 
My mis, June 8, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Sheikh of the Moorish 
subjects in Tunis was attacked yesterday and assassinated by a large mob of h 
fellow-countrymen, who accused ng and abetting the Tunis 
in the ion of the “ medjba” or poll tax, amounting to 1. 2s. Gd. per head, from 
which they had been hitherto exempt, enjoying the samo privileges as other foreign 
subjects. 

The Sheikh, with whom I was well acquainted, died the same evening from the 
wounds inflicted on him. He was selected by tho authorities last y 
Fecommendation as an influential member of the Moorish community with 
reputatic 

It is now more than a year since an Order was issued by the Tunisian Government 
to levy the *medjba” on’ Tripolitans, Fezzanis, and Ghadamese, who are all subjects 
of the Porte, and on Soudanese and’ Moorish subjects. ‘The latter have, up to the 
present time, succeeded in evading the tax by pacifie demonstrations and a defiant 
attitude, but the other communities have yielded to the demands of the authorities. 

When the question was first raised a large number of them came to the British 
Consulate, claiming my intervention in their bebalf. I informed the Chiefs that it 
was out of my power to assist them officially, but, with a view to pacify thom, T 
consented to request the Resident to give them an interview and to listen personally 
to their grievances. 

‘The Moors in ‘Tunis are composed principally of Berbers and the independent 
tribes of Soon from the south of Morocto, ‘The majority of them are employed as 

ards for the protection of farms and plantations in the country, and stores and 
aoa in the towns. 

‘The ‘ripolitans and Soudanese aro at present the mainstay of the French 
colonists, who employ no other class of labourer in their farms, as they have proved 
themselves to be far preferable to Europeans and Tunisians from every point of view 
for agricultural p 5 

fore the French occupation of the Regency all Mussulmans, including the 
Moors, were treated with regard by the Beylical authorities. It was on rare occasions 
that they had to appeal to foreizn Consuls for protection from extortion or other forma 
of persecution. he extension of the hated “medjba” tax to the Moors and all 
‘Mussulmans belonging to the adjacent States and independent tribes of the Soudan is 
an ill-judged and narrow policy of the Goverament of tho Protectorate. Many of 
‘hem will quit the country, depriving the colonists of useful and indispensable hands, 
and conveying with them’ a warning to their brethren against the consequences of 
French rule. , 

AA Decree was issued by the Bey in 1873 exempting from the " medjba” tax all 
‘Tunisians born in the cities of Tunis, Kairwan, and several other towns, and also the 
Shereefs of Morocco, the Moors of Fez, and Moorish pilgrims proceeding to Mecca. 


The Moors were thus partly protected from the tax by that Decree, and also by 
the fact of their being subjects of a foreign State pormitted to reside in the Regency 
enjoying similar privileges to the subjects af European Powers. 

T have on several occasions spoken officiously to leading members of the Tunisian 
Administration expressing regret at theso measures and warning them that my 
experience of the Moorish character gave me reasons for fearing that a forced imposic 
tion of the tax might lead to grave disturbances. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No, 29. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received June 16.) 


No. 38.) 
ly Lord, Tunis, June 9, 1892. 
T HAV p that, in_conseg 


itish subjects, two of whom have been in the service of the 1 
, before the collection of the gate taxes was tr 
sl. me to use my influence with the authorities 
in the same 
n Ttatian, who 
had adopted French 
Under these T took 
the notice of the Fronch Changé d'Aff 
stated that I could understand that ession of the gate taxes on cereals would 
lectors employed at the gates, but it had 
red that, out of fift 1s, five Frenchmen. bad ned and ton 
ners dismissed by th hom three are British subj 
AM. Blondel replied th: ice issued by the Municip 
formality which had to be observed, as the collection of the re ig gate taxes Ww 
be handed over to the “Bureau des Contributions Diverse n soveral of tho 
foreign subjects would be re-engaged by that Department. 
When I remonstrated against. the prefereneo given to Frenchmen, M. Blondel 
remarked that the employment of more Frenchmen would bo out of the qu 
none of the candidates Knew Arabic. Ho begged me to be uniler no appreh 
to the British subjects, and made a note of the 
Finance Departm 
beg to inclose a copy of the Memorial of the British subjects, and to neq 
our Lordship that M. Machiavelli, the Italian Consul-G poke to 
AM. Blondel regarding the dismissed ‘Italians, and gave me to understand that ho 
intended reporting the matter to hi minent, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosure in No, 29. 
Petition, 


R. Drummond Hay, Esq,, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, Tunis, 


‘The humble Petition of tho British subjects, Raimondo Halfon, Giovanni 
Schembri, and Antonio Coschi 


Humbly sheweth : 

THAT Raimondo Halfon was omployed by the Tunisian Government with the 
Direction of the “Revenues Concédés,” and served from the 2nd May, 1570, to the 
13th May, 1871, from which date to the 13th October, 1884, with the Direction of the 








[NOGNO? “35130 Guoaau 


“Contributions Diverses.”. As on the latter date certain incomes were ceded by the 
Government to the Municipality of ‘Tunis, he became attached to this institution as 
Collector of Taxes at the gates. During ali theabove time his salary was 3,600 piastres 
(901) a-year. He is married, and has two daughters. 

‘That Giovanni Schembri was employed by the Tunisian Government on the 
24th July, 1872, at the * Revenues Conosics,” and from that place was transfered to 
the Contributions Diverses.” His salary has been 2,400 piastres (60L.) a-year. He 
has a wife and seven children, 

‘That Antonio Coschieri was employed with the “ Contributions Diverses” in 1887, 
at 2,400 pisses (GL) a-year. He is a bachelor, but supports his mother and her 
sister, both widows with several minor children. 

‘hat as there has been a reduction in the staff employed as Collectors at the gates 
of the town in consequence of the cereals being allowed to pass without payment of 
‘taxes, the petitioners have been ordered to quit their posts. 

‘The petitioners therefore beg you will kindly interfere in theit 
to obtain from the Tunisian Gorérnient their employment with the * 
Contributions Diverses,” that they may continue to gain an honest living as hereto- 


‘The above-named Uaimondo Halfon obtained in 1880 a “Nicham Iftibar” in 
remuneration of his long and valid services rendered to the Tunisian Government. 
‘The petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
(Sign RAIMONDO HALFON. 
GIOVANNI SCHEMBRI. 
A. COSCHIERT. 
‘Tunis, June 8, 1892, 





No. 30. 


Foreign Office to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 


(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 20, 1892. 
IAM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Aespatch No. 88 of the Oth instant, reporting the dismissal, by the Municipality of 
‘Tunis, of certain British subjects who had been employed as collectors of the lately 
abolished gate taxes on cereal 
Tam to convey to you his Lordship’s approval of the representations whit 


havo made to the French Chargé d’Affaires at Tunis on their behalf. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 31. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received June 21.) 


sy Tunis, June 14, 1892. 
WITH referee to my despatch No, 31 of the 22nd ultimo, { have the honour 


to infe ‘Lordship that M. Massicault has succeeded, during his visit to Paris, 
fa effecting a conversion of the Tunisian Debt, whereby the interest has been lowered 
from 3}'to8 per cont, and the stock made redeemable in ninety-six years. 
tis reported that the sum of money economized by the operation will be 
‘employed for the construction of the Tunis-Bizeria railroad 
wre, &e. 
(Signed) -R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


(a 


No. 82. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 11.) 


Tunis, July 4, 1892. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a cutting { 
“Journal Officiel Tunision” of tho 90th June, 1503, omiining Bertind tees 
relating to the conversion of the Tunisian Loan. 
"have, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


—_———EEEEEEeE ES 
Inclosure in No. 32. 


Extract from the “ Journal Official Tunisien” of June 80, 1802, 


Lai relative a la Célébration du Centenaire de la Proclamation de la République. 


LE Sénat et In Chambre des Députés ont adopté, 

Le Président de la République promulgue In Loi’ dont In tencur suit :— 

Article 1". La journée du 22 Septembre, 1892, centenaire de la. proclamation do 
Ja République, est déclarée féte nationale. 

Art, 2. Les erddits nécessaires & In o6lébration de cette féte seront prélevés sur les 
ressources générales de l'Exercice 1802. 

En particulier, une 
pour contribuer A 

Ia présente Loi, délibérée ot adoptée par le 8 
sora exécutée comme Loi de I’Etat. 

Fait A Paris, le 20 J) 


© au Comité du Contenaire, 


(Signé) CARNOT, 
Par lo Président de In Républiqn 
Le Président dur Conseil, Ministre de I'Tn 
(Signs) Bante Louner, 


Le Ministre des Finances, 
(Signs) Rovvren. 


Décret du 9 Juin, 1892 (14 Kaada, 1809). 
Louanges & Dieu. 


Ali Pacha Bey, possesseur du Royaume de Tunis, 

Considérant que le Gouvernement Francais, par application de I'Article 11 de la 
Conrention conclue avee nous, le § Juin, 1883, a garanti 'Emprunt 3} pour Cent 
utorisé par notre Décret du 17 Décembre, 1888 ; 

isidérant que, par suite des heureux effets de cette garantie sur le crédit de 
Régenes, Vannuité alfectéo au paiement des. interéts et de Tamortisoment’ de 
Y'Emprunt 3} pour Cent est aujourd'hui suffisinte pour gager, sans charge nouvelle, 
les intéréts et l'amortissement en quatro-vingt-seize ans d'un Emprunt 3 pour Cent ; 

‘Considérant que la substitution de cet emprant au préeédent, sane accroltre ni 
on a du Gouvernement Francais, permettra de réaliser des ressources 

a 








rare 





. Lemprant réalisé en obligations 3 pee Cent amortissables en quatre- 
ix-nenf ans, en exécution du Déeret du 17 re, 1888, sera converti en un 
emprunt & réaliser au moyen de I'émission de 396,386 obligations de 500 fr. 3 pour 
Cent, amortissables dans un délai maximum de quatre-vingt-seize ans, conformément 
aux indications du ‘Tableau d’amortissement ci-joint. 

‘Le Gouvernement Beylical sinterdit la faculté de rembourser cet emprunt avant 
Yannée 1902, 

Art. 2. Lannuité nécessaire pour assurer le service dex 396,386 obligations 
nouvelles 3 pour Cent sera prélevée annuellement sur les revenus de la Régence, 

Cotte annuité garantie par le Gouvernement Francais, sera affectée au paiement 
des intéréts et A lamortissement semestriel des 396,386 obli tions. 

Art. 3, Le tirage au sort des obligations 4 amortir aura lieu & Paris et sera 
effeotué un mois avant I’Gchéanee de chaque semestre. 

Ta liste des obligations sorties & chacun des tirages sera publiée au “Journal 
Officie! Tunisien,” et au * Journal Officiel de la République Frangaise. 

‘Art. 4. Lee porteurs des obligations 3} pour Cent de la Dette Tunisienne émiso 
en exéeution du ret Beyli en date da 17 Décembre, 1888, auront, pendant un 
délai, qui ne pourra étre moindre de dix jours, wulté de demander le rembourse- 
ment de leurs titres, A raison de 500 fr. jon, et le paiement des arrérages 
‘courus jusqu'au jour fixé pour Ie rembou 

Art. 5. Les obligations 3) pour Cent dont le remboursement n'aura pas ét 
demandé dans lo délai qui sera fixé, en conformité des dispositions de l'Article 
eéilent seront éhangées contre les obligations nouvelles 3 pour Cent. Le montant de 
Ja soulto A payor sly alien, aux porteurs des ob 
ainsi que In date de Vopération seront ultérieuremeni déterminés. 

Art. 6, Les obligations nouvelles de 500 pour Cent seront 
qui sera fixé au jour de la conversion A effectuer en exéeution rticle 1° du 
présent Déecret. 

Chacune des obligations sera munie de coupons, payables par trimestre, & raison 
de 8 fr, 75 ¢, par coupon, le 1" Janvier, le 1” Avril, le 1” Juillet, ot le 1 Octobre de 
chaque année, 

‘La jouissance du premier coupon courra & partir du jour fixé pour le rembourse- 
‘ment des obligations non converties. 

‘Les coupons et le capital des titres amortis seront payables en Tunisie et en 
Franco aux Caisses designées par le Gouvernement Beylical. 

‘Les obligations désignées par la voie du sort pour étre remboursées cesseront de 
produire intérét & courir du jour fixé pour ce remboursement, 

‘Art. 7. Les obligations 3 pour Cent émises en exéeution du présent Déeret seront 
libellées en Arabe et en Frangais et porteront le sceau Beylical. Elles seront 
affranchies de tout impdt, taxe ou retenue, de quelque nature que ee soit, en Tunisic, 
tant dans le présent que dans V’aveni 

‘Les arrérages se preseriront par cing ans & compter de leur échéance. 

Art, 8. Les dépositaires Iégaux ou contractuels d’obligations 3} pour Cent sont 
‘autorisés a effectuer la conversion des titres de cette nature dont les propriétaires ne 
leur auraiont pas fait connattre, cing jours au moins avant V'expiration du délai 
amentionné par l’Artiele 4, qu’ils optent pour le remboursement. 

‘Les obligations 3} pour Cent affectées & des cautionnements de comptables, pour 

yantie de leur gestion envers le Gouvernement ‘Tunisien, les communes ou les 
Eablissements publics do la Régenee, pourront étre remplacées, titre pour tire, par 
des obligations nouvelles 3 pour Cent. 

Bar drogation aux dispositions de Article 5 du prsent Désret, ts soulte de 
conversion qui pourra étre ducaux ayants droit leur sera remise dans le délai d'un mois 
aprés Ja cldture du délai d’option.. 

"Ait. 9. Le bénéfice net & provenir de la conversion sera acquis au Gouvernement 
‘Tunisien ct employé en travaux extraordinaires d'intérét public concertés entre Ie 
Gouvernement Tunisien ct le Résident-Général de la République Frangaise. 

‘Art. 10, Les opérations d’émission, de conversion, et de remboursement autorisées 
par le présent Décret, auront liew : 

‘En Tunisie, aux Caisses publiques ou autres, désignées par le Gouvernement 
Beylical ; en France aux Caisses des banquiers, Sociétés, ou établissements de erédit 
désignés par le méme Gouvernement. 


pour Cent converties 


7 


S aut Tt, Me prteent Déoret nfaura deft qu’apris que le Gouvernement Prangais 
‘Vu pour promulgation et mise & exécution, Tunis, le 9 Juin, 1802. 
Le Ministre Pléniy ttiaire, Résident-Général 
do la République Francaise, 
(Signé) J. MASSICAULT, 


Conversion de U’Emprunt Tunisien, 1884 (4 pour Cent). 
TARLEAU D'AstonrissEMENT, 


(Annexé au Décret duu 9 Juin, 1802 (14 Kanda, 1809), 





Nomtre Now. One| 
mubros i tire, | este & amorti, 





394136 
393,736 


347/046 
386,346, 


324206, 
22750 
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388333 


240,530, 
2a7886 
235,090 
pane 
i04se 
226,026 
20.716 
0,760 
217.765 
2176 
211/606 
208,506 
205,526 














i portant ion du Décret Beylical en date du 9 Juin, 1892, concernant la 
a I TTETteOre™ Cocrtrion dela le Tienes 


Députés ont adopté, , 
Ea pecasiont ts le Regulus Prangiee prommlgue la Toi dont la fencur ext: 
Article 1". Son Altesso le Bey do Tunis est autorisé & convertir en un Emprunt 
3 pour Cent, amortisaable dans un délai maximum de quatre-vingt-seize ans, I Emprunt 
3} pour Cent amortissable en quatre-vingt-dix-neuf ans, garanti par le Gouvernement 
ae fa République Francaise, en vertu den Loi du Ferner, 1880.0 | 
‘Art, Bat approuné fe Décret Beslcal en date du Juin, 102, relatit & Ia 
sic ligations de la te du Gouvernement Tur ee 
bagi: psy estes esseatta en verta de ce Diere la garantie acconlée 
Cent de la Dette du Gouvernement Tunisien, en exécution 
In Lol da Rowe 18, est transportée aux 396,586 obligations 3 pour Cent & 
‘aliser dans les conditions visées par le Déoret Beylical, en date du } Juin, 1802. 
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Art. 3. La garantie du Gouvernement Francais s'exercera pendant quatro-vingt- 
scian ans, A court de la couversion aulorinée par présente Loi, " 
Fait & Paris, le 25 Juin, 1892. 
(Signé)  CARNOT. 
Par le Président de la République: 
Le Minis 


Décret du 20 Juin, 1892 (6 Hid, 1309). 
Loaanges & Dice 


Nous, Ali Pacha Bey, possesseur du Royaume de Tunis, 

Vu notre Décret du 9 Juin, 1n92 (14 Kanda, 1309) ; 

Nous avons pris le Décret suivant -— 

Article 1”. L’émission des 396,386 obligations 500 fr. 8 pour Cent s'offectuorn to 
12 Juillet, 1802, au taux de 476 fr. 25 0. 

Art. 2. Les détonteurs dobligations $4 pour Cent de In Dette Tunisienno q 
youdront tre remboursés devront en faire Ia demande ct effectuer, en mémo temps, lo 
dépbt de leurs titres du 2 au 12 Juillet, 1892, inclusivemen 

Art, 3. Le remboursement des obliga 
présent Décret aura liew A partir du 27 J 

Art, 4. Les intéréts ¢ Juillet, 1892, assignée pour lo 
remboursement des ol nt payé me temps quo le 
capital de ces obi 

Le montant de tout coupon A échoir qui ne pourrait étre représonté sera déduit 
du capital A rembourser. 

Art. 5. Les obligations pour Cent dont te rembourse. 
ment n'aura pas 6 pate 2du présent Décret 
seront échangées, titre pour titre, contre des obligations 3 pour Cent nouvelles portant 
jouissance du 27 Juillet, 1892. 

t Gchange aura liew A partir du 15 Juillet, 1892, 

Au moment de Véchange des titres et indépendamment des intérdts A 24 pour 

Cent courus du 1* au 27 Juillet, 1892, il sera pays to de 
fr. 75 c. par obligation 3} po “ r 

Le montant de tout coupon & Gehoir qui ne pourrait étre représenté sera déduit de 
Ja somme représentant la soulte 

1 pourra étre délivré aux 

La remise des 


exécution de VArticle 2 du 


ants droit des titres provisoires 
ifs dovra weffectuer au pins tard A partir du 


opérations & : cnet seront réalisées 
gn Tunisie: aux Caisses publiques du | et A In Banque do 
5 en France, aux Caisses dont I tion sera_portée A la connaissance dit 
par yoie d’afliche 
L’expiration du délai pendant le 
Caisses autres que celles du Gi 
‘Vut pour promulg: 
Résident-Général 
Frangai 
J. MASSICAULT, 





Mr. R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received July 23.) 


(So. 44 
My'tond, Tunis, July V7, 1592. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 38 of the 9th June last, ‘I have the 
bem me to your Lordship that the Italian Consul-General and I took the 
a I 
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pom , during an informal call at the French Residency, to remind 
Piioaale that the claims of the British and Italian gate tax collectors were still 


‘The Resident assured us that the matter had not been overlooked, and that he 
hoped to be able to offer employment to several of the claimants in the Department of 
“Les Contributions Diverses.”” In such a case, the situations would be offered to 
those who mostly needed assistance, 

‘We subseqitently discussed the question of compensation for the persons who 
remained without employment. M. Massicault admitted the demand in prinefple, and 
although we did not sticceed in arriving at a definite understanding, I have every 
reason for believing that the matter will not give rise to fresh remonstrances. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No, 34, 


Mr. R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received July 25.) 
(No. 46.) 
My Lord, unis, July 20, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 42 of the 22nd ultimo, a Biserta correspon 
dent of tho Italian newspaper “ L/Unione” has reported that the French torpedo-boats 
from Bone were unable to enter the lake, owing to an accumulation of sand in the old 
canal. With regard to the new port works, he states that two large dredgers aro 
removing from 3,000 to 3,500 cubic metres daily from the canal and the basin at the 
entrance of the lake, and that the works are being pushed forward with redoubled 
activity. 

In order to show tho importance attached to the undertaking by the Fre 
authorities, the correspondent mentions that Biserta was visited last May by ci 
French Generals, ten Colonels of the Engineers, a General Inspector of Artillery, and 
Several other Staff Oficers all of whom visited the lake and neighbourhood. 

have, &e, 
(Signed) R, DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 35. 


Mr. R. Drummond Hay to the Marquis of Salisbury. —(Received August 4.) 


(No. 50.) P. 
My Lord, ‘Tunis, July 29, 1892. 

I LEARN from the British Viee-C ia that it is rumoured to be th 
intention of the French Government to annex and incorporate in Algeria that portio 
of Tunis which lies between the Medjerda River and the frontier of Algeria. ‘This 
report has met with some credence, as the news is said to have been received 
resident at the port above named from the Vice-President of the French Senate, whose 
friend he is. ‘The river enters the Mediterranean at the port of Parin, to which it 
flows from tho Algerian frontier. Its course is followed as far as the station of 
Nayjedeida by the Algerian railway, which is under French man mnd from 


‘that point will shortly be laid the new line, which will connect it w 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) 1. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 36. 
Acting Consul-General Mazse to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 16.) 
Algiers, August 12, 1892. 
been unable to find any confirmation of the rumours reported from 


Bierta, and referred to in your Lordship’s despatch No. 5, of the 6th instant, 
1s to the alleged intention of the French Government to annex a portion of Tunisian. 


a1 


tervitory to Algeria. Indeed, if this report i i 
Peon eel kent Neue non pews; pay rapes 
far as T ean discover, have any preparatory steps be 
T hav 
(Signed) RNEST E. B. MAXSE, 


1 in fact, the seeret has 
or civil authorities, nor, so 
‘en, 





Conral-Gencrel Lrammond Hey to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Receied September 3.) 


T AAK informed by M. Savina, Acting Ital {oma Geen 
; Wy M. Savina, Acting Italian Agent and Comsat 
Le legram onthe 24th instant. from the Ttalian cea 

. hat several Tunisian boner tribes liad attacked the Tae hea 

Nalut for the purpose of pillage, Ho added thors was a tumour ther ite nce 


ited by the French milita i i 
the dopoastinne h military authorities of the district to commit 


‘The Vice-Consul is forwarding a detailed Re 


haber or is ae port on the subject, which I shall 


nlship wi U'to mo for perusal 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND TAY, 





No. 38, 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Harl of Ros-bery.— (Received September 


Te HTIE reference to, 

4 Report from Mr. ? tinea 

4 Revert tron bes, dated the 25th instant 

Informing mo ut from a reliblo sougco that a ‘confit Ind taken pag 

tome wer al wounded. abt 
Arab traders from ‘Tripoli reported that the fron’ 

tribes, who are in the habit of furnish: ‘ 

Coast are in avery disturbed sat. 
Mr. oes not mention where the conflict took pla 

must have occurred in the direction of Dat as hee Weenie oe 

hs letter ae the Tunisia tile bordering on that dite ne ees oe 

my despatch No. 46 of the find Octcber, 184 
naa 2 RY So 46 of the nd Octcber, 1801 


if esparto fo 


vl previous correspondence 
the incursions of the Werghamas and the " 
seeure the submission to the Bey of 

d Wessin, with a view to put an ent disputes 
ul Wess, with a view to put an end tothe frequont disputes 

‘ opinion, as reported in my despatch 
tat foil eel io ma deat 
of ‘the frontier tribes in order to open up the. trade 
the interior of Africa, and especially with the oase 
Thi 

(Signed) 


fication 
isin with 


PS. August 31.—M. Blendel, Frei 


in answer to’ my ing 'g6 d'Affaires, informed me this morning, 


turbance which had arisen on the 'Tripolit 
cl he Tripolitan 
and related to disputes regarding the proprictore 
pas claimed by the Tunisian-Onderna tribe. 
tliat he hoped the 


ing details on the 
mail. 
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No. 39, 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 5.) 


(Telegraphic) | P. Tunis, September 5, 1802. 
IN connection with my despatch No. 56 of the Ist September, am informed, 
by telegraph, by our Vice-Consul at Gerba, that he has visited the frontier and satisfied 
himself that grave disturbances are in progress there. The object of the French 
military authorities is to occupy Wassen; on each side a foree of Arab horse and 
foot is assembled, I was further informed to-day by a French officer of ratik that 
the Sian tribe, which belongs to Tripoli, had crossed the border into Tunis, inerler te 
avoid being compelled to pay taxes.’ Thereupon the Tunisian Government were 
juested by the Wali of ‘Tripoli, through the French Consul-General, to drive the 
tribe across the frontier again. My informant stated that the Wassen tribe lay claim 
to territory within the Tunisian boundary ; the authorities, however, decline to concede 
their claims, and insist that they must produce documentary evidence before the Local 
Court shiowing their title, 
Yesterday tho French Resident returned from leave of absonee, arriving here 


unexpectedly. 





No, 40. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 6,) 


(No. 5, 
My Lord, Tunis, September 1, 1802. 
WITIL reference to my despatch No. 44 of the 17th July, T have the honour to 
report to your Lordship the settlement of the claims of the British tax-collectors, who 
demanded cither re-employment or compevsition for their dismissal from the service 
of the Tunisian Government, and to inclos 's information, a copy 
of a letter I have received from the Char French Resid 
municating to me the amount of compensation a 
‘The Malian Consul-General, who acted 
agreed to similar terms for the 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY, 


Inelosure in No, 40. 
M. Blondel to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 


M. le Consul-Général, Tunis, le 29 Aeril, 1892. 

J’AL eu honneur de vous faire connaitre, au cours de nos derniers 
Je Gouvernement Tunisien était disposé & ac 
aux anciens employés des portes de ‘s par suite de la suppression de leurs 
emplois, ge 

Jo suis houreux de vous annoncer que les dispositions sont prises pour que coux 
de vos nationaux, dont les noms suivent, puissent toucher, dis les premiers jours du 
mois prochain, les sommes indiquées ci-dessous :— 

recevront, it cet effet, des mandats établis A leur nom: M. Schembri, 720 fr. 5 

‘MM. Halfon, 1,080'fr.; M. Conhieri, 480 tr. a 

Ces sommes représentent, pour les deux premiers, six mois; pour le troisiéme, 
quatre mois de leur ancien traitement, d 

Je vous serais obligé de vouloir bien porter ces dispositions & Ia connaissance des 
intéressés. 


Agrées, &o, 
‘Le Chargé d’Aftuires de Franco, 
(Signé) C. BLONDEL. 
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No. 41. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery (Received September 6, 


z 1280 ra) 
(Tlegrephia) P. Tunis, September 

san . 8th September inis, Septe 6, 1892, 10 a.m. 

According to a report trom the Tia Consul at Gabes, 1,200 Tunisians h 
Seeupled Wassen, which belongs to ‘Tripoli. Although the Teekiae military authors 
Gaz hare offered no opporiton, they have protested againat the eecrane Tee 
Consul believes in the authenticity of thit infor sate 


ee 


No. 42, 


ConrbGeneral Drammen Hey tothe Earl of Roscery.—(Reccced September 8) 
ea 
iy Lord, September 1, 1892, 
AYITH referenco to my despatch No. 54 of the SON’ ule are ibe 
Heats ‘@ciansunit to your Lordship herewith a translation of a letter eeciven Wy (es 
lian Acting Constil-General from his Agent at Gabes relating to the recent 
disturbances on the Tripolitan frontier, anc if information considerably at 
Variance with the statements of the French Chan 8, a8 reported. in a post 
seript of my last despatch on this subject, DS ae EN ae 


a 


Inclosure in No. 42, 
Malian Consular Agent at Gates to Halien Acting ConsuteGeneral at Tunie, 


(Translation, Gabes, August, 1892 
MITHT Feferenco to my expher telegram of the 23nt instant fu whieh T ht red 
semaek he disturbances which had arisen on the Tripolitan frontien: Thee fangs 
Aeualat you as follows 4 
pears that the ‘Tripotitan tribe of the Nalut claim the possession of land to 
which ¢ thoritles contest ete right hat ch evidently belonge ti 
them, an ve annually sown with crops and.) 
trees, fi y chief nourishmer 
ely the time approached for gathering the 
‘nluts to retire from the spot without touchi 
The Naluts would not recognize the authority 
and, following up their words by deeds, » 
the message. 
Xm consequence of this action, tho Military Commander at Medenin, accom 
by 100 Spahis, and, as 1 am informed, by 1100 native cavalene 1400 infantry, 
proceeded to the place, at about 18 kilom. from a locality known as Daggen on the 
gripolitan territory, and up to the present Ido not know if this moran oe orely 
Trpaliae taxation. ot whether it is intended to bring armed. pressure to b the 
dia ee to steep away the Arab encampments, aud seize tho frulls and eres 
on pid p away the Arab encampments, aud seize the fruits and erop 
T 1G) ther hand, tho Naluts are now upon the dispisted territory with a stron 
body of 100 Ottoman soldiers, and are stringently ordered by the Pasha of ripoli wo 
to begin hostilities, but to fire at once in response to any attack from the ‘Tunisians. 
Totren, 3.000 tance from Wazen, in the direction of Tripoli, at a place called Geb 
Totren, 3,000 ‘Tu That (oops are encamped to avait ¢ mts, and re furnished eh 
cannon, in onder tha may be prepared to resist any invasion e Tunisis 
inte French seagaimay be prepared to resist any invasion of the Tunisian 
h apbeats certain, from the geographical situation of this locality, that. th 
i is h ° 
a ‘devouring to push forward, leaving the oasis of Gliadsme the right 
K 


refused to obey, 
‘ho hod rough 
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Ey 
for eventual occupation, when it will be more rapid and easy than at the present 


“As from such a situation sudden conflicts may arise at any moment, of which the 
consequences may be serious, I have considered it my duty to inform you, first by 

and now by letter, of all that has come to my knowledge. 

Twill only add that the military authorities extremely desirous of secrecy 
‘as to what is passing on the frontier, and do all in their power to prevent any 
aw being received. Xt i therefor very dimentt for me Yo collect ‘ny reliable 
information. 


No. 43. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosehery.—(Received September 9.) 


(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tunis, September 9, 1892. 

(CCORDING to the French Resident here peace is re-established on the 
‘Tripolitan frontier. He adheres to the statement he made to me some days ago, and 
which I reported to your Lordship despatch No, 54 of the 80th ultimo, and 
Acelares that there was no fighting and no exchange of shots. 





No. 4. 


Foreign Office to Consul-General Drummond Hoy. 

(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September y 

TAM directed by the Earl of Roschery to express to you the satisfaction with 
which he has learnt from your despatch No. 55 of the 1st instant that the claims of 
the discharged gate-keepers against tho Tunisian Government have been satisfactorily 
settled. 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) | P. CURRIE. 





No. 45. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Bart of Rosebery.— (Received October 13.) 


(No. 60, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, October 7, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 56 of the Ist September, I have the honour 
to inform your Lov That I hase received further particulars from the British 
Vico-Consuls in, thi Regency regarding the late disturbances on the 
‘Tripolitan frontiers, which I believe to bo of a trustworthy character, asx they are 
the results of careful inquiries made by my directions. 

Tn the latter part of August, 500 Tunisian cavalry, of whom about 100 were 
French Spahis, crossed the Tripolitan frontiers and marched to Wassen, with the 
presumed intention of occupying the place. 

Tn consequence of the 
intervention of the Turkish 
withdrew to a place called Ed 
of provisions, and especially of 
to return to the military station of Mede 

‘Mhe town of Wassen is situated on the summit of a precipitous hill, accessible 
only by narrow bridle-paths, and surrounded by a small oasis, with a fair supply ot 
water. 

“Wassen thus forms a sfrategical position of considerable importance on the 
frontiers, and is undoubtedly coveted by the French military authorities. 

Tt fs believed in the south that the project of occupying Wassen under the 

text of modifying the boundaries of the frontiers by including that district in 
Fimnisian territory has not been abandoned, as the French Commander at Gabes has 


nts of the district an 
their behalf, the ‘Tunisian troops 
itory, where, owing to the scarcity 
ons, and were compelled 


{impor contribution of a certain measure of aria i is dis 

sed a conti of harley on cach native of his district, 
several tribes to be prepared to furnish 100 camels for transport 

fork T have, &e. 


(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No, 46, 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Hosebery.—(Received October 24.) 


your Londahip benef, ier 38,380 
to Lordship herewith a copy of a ic 
fee ee oss oe Journal Offic 1'Tunision "of the 18th tant Tela ° 
the expropriation for military purposes of a plot of land at Bizerta called Safsaf, 
Tam informed by Mr. Bourke that the land i ion is i 
hat the Iand in question is intended to serve ax 
acorn ani hay dopot for the troops stationed at Bizerten "* infested | 
Its situated on the northern shores of the lake n 
Seba, callod Ras Sellam, about 1 
the projected railroad which fs to connect Bizerta with the main i 
Ras Seliam is marked on the Map (Inclosure 
15th August last), Bey Sa 


F 4 headland of th 
from 
2 in my despatch No. 


B pportunity when revisiting Bizerta to ascer hi 
of Safsafa, and also of the land expropriated near Aid, Bitter ae re 
Lordship in my despateh No. 61 of the Lith instant, 
_. Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


wet posit 
as reported to 


Inclosure in No. 46, 


Extract from the “ Journal Offciel Tunisien” of October 13 


2 Octobre, 1892 (21 Rabia-el-Aowal, 1310). 


Louanges A Dieu. 


1858 
Sur le rapport de notre Prem me 
Nous avons pris le Dé 
__ Article 1". Est expropri 
teinté en vert sur le plan ei 
Sebra, a 


Use publique te ter 
4 Bizerte au lieu di fa 
ice de 88 ares environ 

‘est par u 

apparter Mr. Bourke; au al 
Sees i Vouest et au 


licot, Cette 
wutre terra 


Notre Mintaen In Guerre est chargé de lexéeution du présent Décret. 
‘Vu pour promulgation et mise & ex 
dna 
ign) C, BLONDEL, 
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No. 47. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Vivian. 


10. 156.) 
sy Tord, Foreign Office, October 26, 1802. 

THE Italian Ambassador, in the course of conversation this afternoon, touched 
on the question of Bizerta and its fortifications, which appeared to cause his Excellency 
some uneasiness. 

‘This port, he said, would form an admirable harbour for torpedo-boats, and would 
compel the Italians to' spend money they could ill-afford in the present state of their 
finances for the protection of certain points on the coasts of Sicily and Sardinia. 

Continuing on the subject of ‘Tunis, his Excellency informed me that his Govern- 
pent had represented to the Porto the desirability of sending somo troops to. the 
frontior of Tripoli and Tun‘, whero it was said the French had made incursions 
A few soldiers had been sent, wnd had proved effective® for this purpose. Representa 
tions were being made by those holding similar views at Constantinople that more 
troops should be sent, and the Italian Ambassador there had been instructed to come 
to an understanding with his British colleague. His Excellency hoped that T would 
give instructions to the latter to use language of similar import to the Turkish 

ernment, I promised to give the matter my serious consideration. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 48. 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—{ Received November 2.) 
(No. 822.) 
My Lord, 
1 HAVE 
which I have 
French encroachments on the Tripoli 
Governor-General’s fayourable disposition towanls Pre 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD, 


Inclosure in No. 48. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir Clare Ford, 


Sir, Tripoli, October 7, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that latterly persistent reports 
have reached Tripoli, and are much talked of amongst the native population, of 
aggressive movements on the part of the French, with a view of securing permanent 
authority over, and possession of, tho tract of country which constitutes the disputed 
Boundary between ‘Tripoli and ‘Tunisia, For some two or threo years past, the 
French ‘have exercised authority over the people of the district ; demanding and 
exacting taxes from them on their produce; telling them they were French 
subjects; threatening them with punishment if they should prove recalcitrant, and 
generally interfering with them. : 

‘These people recently came to ‘Tripoli to lay their complaints before the Governor- 
General, but gotting no satisfactory reply from Ahmed Rassim Pasha, they returned 
and determined to invite the Fronch to come over and establish themselves in order to 
avoid further annoyance and molestation. ‘This the latter were preparing to do with 
a considerable body of native Spabis, under French officers, but a certain Sheikh, 
Soof, a semi-independent Chieftain of those parts, assembled a large force of his Arabs 
anil allies, and prepared to resist the entry of the French, whereupon the latter, 
probably greatly outnumbered, withdrew for the present. - 

Tregret that [have no means of giving your Excellency a more circumstantial 
and connected narrative of these events. For some reason, which I cannot explain, 
‘the Governor-General chootes to be very reticent with me whenever I broach this 


©. ineetive. 
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subject to him. “Yes, there are disputes between us and ¢l 
c e ad the French about 
Paundary, and T have written to Constantinople on the subject," is all Teas pays 


A short while ago two French i 
of the Gebel-el-Ghashi, the sandjak adjolaing (ieee 


¥ me, firmly believes, wit 
these French projects. It is certai 


for the Frenel ates, Turkish decorati 


Arabs who are 


Thave, & 
(Signed) T. Moor», 


No. 49. 


The Barl of Rosebery to Sir Clar 
exe 2 of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 
ir, 

Sale ea Foreign Office, November 2, 1893, 
ty (TE Malian An sear Lag informed me that I uGontoteceate Nanaia 
d ho desirability of sending some troops to the frontior of Tenalt 
Tunis, where itis said the French have mado ineursiose, © (°° entice of Tripoll and 

His Bxcellenoy stated that a fow soldiers had heen sent, and h 
for the purpose, ‘epresentations wero being mado by thor 
nstantinople that more troops should be sent, and the Ttal 
been instructed to come to an understanding with 
If your Italian collea 
use lanizuage of simila é 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 50. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Fo 

Ray of (0 Sir Clare Ford, 
: Foreign Office, November 7, 18 

x interest the Report from Her Majesty's Consul-General 

Hafelias to the stato of affairs on the frontice between Tunts aad Teipall ohn ee 
a your Excellency’s despatch No, 322 of the 2st ultiwo, 

portunity of bringing the fncts 

; tan, as well as of your Ttalis 

cen with whom it would be well that, as instructed ‘by my despatch No. aoe 


"TL HAVE read 


Thave to request your Excellency to take an op 


Patel by Mr. Moore to the knowledge of the Su 


the 2nd instant, you should co-operate generally on this quect 


n, &e, 
(Signed) ROSEBERY, 





No. 51, 
Of Duferin to the Barl of Rosebery—(Received Nocenber 10.) 


Paris, November 9, 1892. 
} Your Lordship that M. Massieault, the French 
died on the 4th instant.” M. Massicault, who had began 


© Qp. ineective 








NOGNOT "D1HO GuODay 
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Iife os a journalist, nt which time he signalized himself by his attacks on the Empire, 
‘was rewarded by an administrative office in 1870. Having served in several Prefec- 
tures, he was ited to the Residentship in Tunis seven years ago, and his 
administration to have given general satisfaction at home. 

It is is successor will be ML. Charles Rouvier, who is at present om 
eave from his post of French Minister at Buenos Ayres. M. Rouvier, who is not 
‘connected with the present Minister of Finance, also commenced his career as & 
ioral but was aftachod to the Pros Department of the Foreign Office during 

 Waddington's tenure of that Ministry, and thence transferred to a Diplomatic 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN axp AVA. 


No. 52. 
‘The Bart of Rosebery to Lord Vivian. 


Gere.) 

'y Lord, m Office, November 11, 1802. 
‘WITH reference to my despatch No. 156 of the 26th ultimo, I transmit to you 
herewith, for communication to the Italian Government, copies of despatehes which T 
Thave addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople respecting the state of 
affairs on the frontier of Tripoli and Tunis.” 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 53. 


Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 14.) 
fo. 297. Very Confidential.) 
Sy ton 


l, Rome, November 10, 1892. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 156 of the 26th ultimo, 
reporting the Theld to you by Count ‘Tornielli on the subject of Bizeria and 
ite fortifications, I believe that the views held by Signor Boni on this question are as 
follows. 
The present Italian Goyernmont share the regret of their predecessors at the view 
expressed in Lond Salisbury’s despatch No. 26 of the 30th January, 1801, “that the 
Ghation of a great naval fortress at Bizerta would, in the judginent of our naval 
experts, do more injury to France, by dispersing her force, than the strategic advan- 
tages of the station itself would repay." 9 
‘They differ from this view for the reasons set forth in_ the Memorandum commu 
nicated by Count Tornielli to Lord Salishury on tho 28th May, 1801, but they defer to 
the opinion then expressed by his Lordship, that the time had not come for making 
any representation to the French Government on the subject, 
Bat the uncertainty hanging over the intentions of the French with respect to 
Bizorta, and the important works they have commenced there, are a source of very 
it uneasiness to the Italian Government, who are convinced that, should Bizerta be 
Emverted into a fortiied port and naval station, having at its back all the miitany 
Sctources of the Provinces of Algeria and Tunis, it would present a most serious and 
Feotinont danger to the Ttalian coasts, but the Italian Government fect that they have 
M1 to demand explanations from tho French Government, which has made no 
yromise to them with respect to the fortifications of Bizerta, and their hands are tied 
$y our refusal to move in the matt 
‘On more than one occasi 
mally professed the desire of r 
Wis boon hinted to him that the best proof that could be given of the sincerity of 
these professions would be a formal assurance that it was not their intention to fortify 
Bizerta, but this official assurance has never been f-rthcoming. 
‘Tie Italian Government being convinced that the interests of England are directly 
and vitally concerned in preserving the balance of power in the Mediterranean, in pro- 


# Nos. 40 and 60. 


tecting her route to the East, and i i 

fecting bs + and in preventing France from acquiri 

doce in Hat se, lok to Hr Majesty's Government to take tho Laide 
Proper mome kg foe tanatons sith respect to the fortieations of peed 
ment would be prepared to support these epreseutations, 8 the Italian Govern- 


Meanwhile beyond keeping a stl 

= beyond Keeping a strict watch 

itis not tho present intention of this Goveramont to mpeee the 
any suspicion of France by fortifying their coasts. = 


e eedings at Bizerta, 
in the matter or to slow 


_,. Ehave, &e. 
(Signed) “VIVIAN, 





No. 54, 


Coneut-General Drummond Hay to the Bart of Rosebery—(Received November 14.) 


(No. 64.) 
My Lord, 
WITH reference to my telegram of the 
M- Massisult the French Tesident have th 
he was buried yesterday with fw 
attended by the torele Teel 
by the members of th 
from the principal G 
M. J. Massicault, who commenced life 
Rhdne in 1882, and was appointed Resident 
Tunis in 1886. He was an able admi 
maintaining the Government of 
friondship of the 1 
It is vory desirable, on many 
y 00. many accounts, that ssi 
equally opposed to all agitations 1a favour of anmeming 
T have, &e. 
gned) R. DRUMMOND TAY. 


Tunis, November 0, 18% 
istant reporting the death of 
infra your Lordship that 

honours, The funeral wa 
uf the sal of the Residency in uniform, 

Municipal Departments, and deputations 


st journalist, rose to be Profect of the 
jeneral and Min ibeeestaey 
ministrator, and adhered. fry. to tho, poli 

e Protectorate, gaining therohy the good-will and 


ult’s successor should bo, 





The Marquis of Duffe 


(No. 334.) 
My Lord, 

ACCORDING to a letter in the “ 
is inclosed*), matters do not appear to be 
newspapers and placards in A 
native population. 

n official communication to the same nowspa 
cent acial ame newspaper states that the Changé d'\ taire 
af the a as been astructed to tak pean fa pokibls costae econ of 
Meee de shan tn acy tt holon 
_ Thave, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN axp AVA. 


40 the Barl of Roschery.— (Received! November 15.) 


Paria Noveuber WU, 1802, 

wmps” of this e ich a copy 
proceeding smoothly in ‘Tunis, and seditious 
fe stated to have been distributed amongst tho 





No. 56. 
Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 28.) 


‘e Rome, November 22, 1802. 
pts despatoh No, 161 of fhe 12th instant, 1 tare 

{the honour to iuclose ‘a note from the Minis Fore i 

pressing his gratiation at the fostructions sent to Ter Majeays Afescrlg ok 


© Not printed, 


WOD3¥ NEN 





[pone 





lation.) 
Gay a 
+E ATTAVE the honour to acknow! 

ath inant, containing » copy, o! 

{nstrueting him to co-operate with th 

1 orton of arson pg 

respecting the pow easure in this uatter a farther proot of the 

under ung existing between the wo GOrerMMeDE ST ture to 
Fin oe your, Excellency for this courteous communication, X rents 1 
In the hope that you will act as interpreter o 

express 

Rosebery. 


ae 


No. 57. 


Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery. —(Keeeived Dec aoe 
ina ore 
CREE ent mtr,» moh 

ite tatisn fn tho Chamber of se ae ete ; 
pe ens oe tg sa 
this point, Signor Brin proposes to reply (0, 
necessity to take action in Te vas cooairncts 
that fortifications are actual yt Tress 
tenn the ae had expressed this view, Twas 
ie emp it jyour Lordship. shared it, and tha 
st jission. 
pete oan eae 


No. 58. 
‘The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Vi 


‘Pelographi Poreign Office, December 5, 1892 
Cele HTOULD profer no mention of Ifer Majesty's Governmen during Bizert 
p 


discussion. 
No. 59. 
received December 10.) 
Lord Vician to the Earl of Rosebery —(Receite 
cember 2, 1892. 
(No. 264. Confidential.) Jone a 
serday that hi 
ich notice hi 

answer 
‘Chamber of Deputies, a 
to take, forthe protection 
Birerta into a naval fortress. 
withdraw his interpellation, 


a 


that pabiie arane®, But the latter had insisted that tho interests of Taly demanded 
Git public attention should be called to the serious danger Which threat ede from 

and he blamed the Marquis di Rudini for having allowed the question cy 
Signor 


Government if ine i ‘i suraness respecting the 
fortification ic i received was a positive 
Italian Ambassador at 

‘reneh intended to make Bizerta 


d to answer the 
Bizerta is 


T said that th xpressed_an opinion 
to this effect our vier 
to make such « statemer 


L have, & 
(Signed) 





No. 00, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Eorl of Rosebery.—(Reccived Decenber \4,) 


My Lord, Constantino 
WITH reference to your Londship's despatches instructh co-operate 
aaa Tat ay tain colleague here on the question of the trontior hetie 
nig and Tripoli, Ehave tho honour to report to your Lordship that Count Collebi 
fhe Italian Ambassador, with whom T have had communiations on 1h 
informs me that he proposes to draw the Porte again to the 
‘encroachments which took plac t and September fast on the 
Part of the French on the Ta id to the attempt of the Intter to 
‘occupy Wazzan, 
y Italian colleague will endeavour to obtain the execution of the 
Which were proposed last year by the Ottoman Staff, ans 
Majesty, namely, the strengthening of the Turkish 
in question. 
‘The carrying out of theso measures 


measures 
proved by His Imperial 
wtposts on the particular frontier 


ippears to have caused some difficulties, 
mich were raised by the local Turkish authorities, but nny Italian collenguo aif rt 
on precise onders being sent with a viow to the instructions being eaforocde 

epainy part I shall, in accordance with the instructions which your Lordship has 
ftp nas ne feize an carly opportunity of bringing to His Tanperial Majesty's aowe 
ledge the facts reported in Mr. Moore's despatch, which T may staie tee ee ee 
Setieaatlty with the information on the subject whieh has boen received by my Ttaligg 
colleague, with whom I shall not fil to eo-operate generally on this question 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 








No. 61, 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Receiced December 19.) 


(OE 
felegraphic.) P. 
“PRIPOLL-TUNTS frontier. 
The Italian Ambassador here has told me 
been informed by the Turkish Governcr th: 
(a) 


Constantinople, Decerber 18, 1892, 11 ax. 


that the Italian Consul at Tripoli has 
jere that, in the view of appaintin 
x 
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to delimit, in accord with Turkish officers, the Tripoli-Tunis frontier, His 
fpr Say Hasse i ola helt oman ih he Bey 





No. 62, 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 22.) 


(No. 70. 
Sy Sse Tunis, December 15, 1892. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 68 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour 


to report to your Lordship the arrival, yesterday, of M. Rouvier, the new Freneh 
Resident. He landed in uniform, accompanied by the members of the Residency, and 
‘was received at the Tunis railway station by the General commanding the Army of 
Occupation, by whom he was escorted through the streets, lined with troops, up to his 


‘The audience of the Bey and the official receptions, including an exchange of 

visits with the foreign Representatives, took place during the same day. On 

ting his credentials to the Bey, M. Rouvier stated that the mission confided to 

him by the President of the Republic is intended to consolidate still more, if it be 

possible, through the Protectorate, the ties which unite the two countries. Ie trusted 

that the accomplishment of his mission would be facilitated by His Highness, and 
would enable him to labour successfully for the prosperity of the Regency 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. 63, 


Consul-General Drummond Hay to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 23.) 


Tunis, December 19, 
lly reliable source that preparations are being 
wide by the French military authorit the Regency for the delimitation of the 
politan frontiers, and that » Commis arkish officers, 
will be shortly appointed 

‘The line of demar 

ry Map of 188% 
confliots in those regions, 

T have always. been i has hitherto 
prevented a formal delimitation of the frontiers jection of the Porte to 
heotiate with the Government of the Protectorate, I am unable to state how this 
difficulty will he overcome. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 





No. Gt, 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Receiced December 26.) 


(a Confidential.) 
iy Lon, Constantinople, December 16, 18! 


TN ‘accordance with your Lordship’s instructions, conveyed to me in y 
Loniship’s despatch No. 228 of the 7th ultimo, to bring to the notice of the Sultan the 
contents of Mr. Moore's report respecting French incursions in the Tripoli territe 
Thave the honour to inform your Lordship that I instrueted Sir Alfred Sandison, my 
Firet Dragoman, to repair to the Palace yestentay, and to seek an interview of His 
Tmperial Majesty's First Secretary, and. read to him a Memorandum which T had 
drawn up, and a-copy of which is herein inclosed. Sir Alfred Sandison was further 
instructed by me to express the hope that the information which was conveyed in the 
Memorandum might be brought confidentially to the Sultan's knowledge. I have 





43. 


informed my Italian colleague of the step which I have taken, under your Lordship’s 
peor renee ty ty ue 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


———————— 
Tnclosure in No. 64. 
Substance of Report by Sir A. Sandison, dated October 7, 1802. 


DERN NT la population indigtne de Tripoli d'Afrique s’est beau 
Gaaue des now olportiée des mouvements ageessifs dela 
andre possession. 
Punisie 
srmanente. 
Periiurant ccs deux ou trois dernidres années, la Franco a 
opulations de co district en imposant et prélovant des taxes sur leurs produ 
per tfguiiant quelle étaient des sujets Francaisen les menagant do les punir si elles 
so montraicnt récaleitrants, enfin, en se mélant en gé 
Demnitrement, ces populations sont venues A Tripoli 
plaintes au Gouverncur-Général ; mais n’ayant pas pu obt 
TvAlimet Rasim Pacha, clles sen sont retournées en pren 
, elles pour de yonveaux 
désagréments et ¥ ur p se priparaient A effectuer 
sess 1 nombre ¢ a ahs indi ils par 
ais, lorsq de ces, néunit une 
do ses Arabes ct a 


Wier 
tothe 
swe tans temps teu Frangals sont, areivés A ‘Tvipolt sous excorte cnvoyéa 
2 nea te Dyebilcel-Gharks, sanjak attonant itn fro 
Minis, Ils se. sont fait passer pour des commis rs envoyés par 
Franca ppris do. be font porteurs «une certaine 
qnantité darmes en_ guise do mare faire la distribution, on suppose, 
farm len Arabes a 
Fer Prangais trent arGtés et expéd 
i cer Fra 
sur Tunis 
On serait ports Ae Alimet Rassim Pacha ne so rend, pas compte de In 
ravité do la. situa § Nenee a méme obtenu des décorations pour lo 
ral de France et deux de ses subordonnés, Co fait ne manquera pas do 
Agoourager coux des Arabes qui sont portés & sopposer aux empictements do 
Ja France. 





No. 


nicated by Count H. de Minerbi, December 28, 1892. 


rincipale ost, sans doute, Vexeavation 
Mant’ ji a le, desting 
remplacer l'ancien canal qui, par si, config 
qui Ie traversent no peut servir qu’ de p 
Ubotage.. Du lac Ie nouveau canal aboutit en ligne dro 
‘istanee d'environ 500 mitre de Bizerte la route qui de cette ville n 
un kilométre & pou pris. 
100 metres. 


sur an lit sablonneux dépourvu de rochers. 
Le canal sera protégé par des banquettes ayant une largeur de 60 mitres, 
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On est en train de construire au nord du canal unc digue dont la longueur est 
actuellement de $00 métres, qui devra, dit-on, étre prolongée de 400 autres métres 
dans la direction de Ras Gebel (Cap Zebibo). Cette digue formée de bloes artificiels 
et naturels a une largeur de 12 métres. 

Une autre digue sera, assure-t-on, construite au sud pour compléter Vautre. 

Les travaux du nouveau port ont été entrepris par la Compagnie du port de 
Bizerte pour la somme de 12 millions, dont la moitié au comptant et l'autre moitié 
est représentée par des Conce telles que la péche dans le lac, terrains, &c. 
C'est indirectement que l'on a eu ¢ ig car “l'Amoo Bei” (Décret Beylical) 
pour la Concession des travaux ne parait pas avoir été publié, et l'on n’a pas pu avoir 
connaissance exacte de Yacte de Concession de la Compagnie du port de Bizerte 
(Compagnie formée a Paris entre MM. Hersent et Couvreux et amis). 

Aucune fortification n'a été érigée A Bizerte depuis occupation Francaise. De 
vastes baraques ont toutefois été construites pour l'usage de casernes sur une colline 
yoisine du fort d’Espagne pouvant loger, & ce qu'il parait, 2,000 hommes. 

Le génie militaire a fait, en outre, construire deux postes 4 s¢miphores: l'un & 
Punta Sceca et l'autre A Gebel Wador, avoisinant Ia mer et les edtes. voisines sur un 
rayon assez étendu. On aurait aussi, parait-il, V'intention de démolir le vieux fort 
@’Espagne pour le remplacer par des fortifications plus conformes aux progrés de Vart 
de la guerre. 

Il revient de bonne source, que le génie militaire Frangais avait, dds In fin de 
1890, entamé des négociations pour Y'achat de deux collines faisant partie d'une 
propriété nommée Ben Negro appartenant 4 Mr. Burke, Vice-Consul Britannique, 
dans le but d’y faire ériger des fortifications. I sagirait de la construction de 
fortifications qui, des hauteurs du fort a’Espagne et des collines de Ben Negro 
domineraient la mer ouverte, et serviraient 4 défendre le port. Mais rien n'a été 
conclu malgré les pourparlers relatifs au prix et A la quantité du terrain d acheter 
(15 millim,), Le Gouvernement aurait décidé, en principe, ces travaux, mais l'époque 
A Inquelle ils devraient étre exécutés est encore incertain et V'on ne viendrait. pas 
acheter avant le temps. 

Tl y a également le projet de construire une batterie (indiquée sur la carte 
topographique) 4 1’Enscir Bettar. Tl ne résulte pas pourtant qu'elle y ait été établie 
jusqu’a présent. 

Rien de nouveau, en ce qui concerne Varmement, si ce n'est lenyoi d Bizerte de 
quatre plateformes pour des canons de gros calibre. Cet envoi avait fait supposer_ que 
tous les canons (ou une partie de ceux-ci) arrivés de la France h Bona par la voie de 
mer, ct de Bona 4 Manuba prés de Tunis par la voie de terre, fussent destinds d 
Bizorte. 

Tl wexiste dans ce port jusqu'h présent que six canons de campagne. La 
garnison de Bizerte se compose de deux compagnies de Zouaves, d'une batterie 
artilleric, et de quelques soldats du génic. La marine de guerre Fra ystationne 
un bateau-torpilleur do deuxiémo classe, un ponton, une pompe hydraulique & vapeur, 
une barque ivi pens, ef un bassin flottant pour les néparations pouvant étre nécessaires 
au bateau-torpilleur. 

En conclusion, la France construit A Bizerte un grand port pouvant servir & ses 
nayires de guerre. 

Si Pon considére I’état du commerce de la Régence ainsi que la proximité de 
Bizerte 4 Tunis, on comprend que Ia construction d’un port commercial (construc 
cotiteuse et sérieusoment difficile) a spécialement en vue le but de le faire servir & la 
marine de guerre, 

Rien n'a pourtant été fait jusqu’iei pour donner au nouveau port le caractére 
militaire qui est trés probablement dans la pensée intime du Gouvernement 


Frani 
eat & remarguer seulement que lo profondeur du nouveau canal pas nest de 
i 


3} metres, comme il avait été annoneé dans certains discours officicls, mais au contraire 
a’une profondeur apte id permettre le passage des plus gros navires de guerre. 
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